NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL LONGITUDINAL STUDY data (1988-90) 

Overview
This dataset is from the National Educational Longitudinal Survey (NELS88).  It includes 24 variables and 1200 observations and is available in SPSS, Stata, and or Excel formats on SAGE’s companion resources site for the book.

About the NELS 

The US Department of Education commissions the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) to collect and analyze education data, including the NELS. The NELS data is a longitudinal survey that began in 1988 with a cohort of 8th graders, who were resurveyed in 1990, 1992, 1994 and 2000. The data include school, work, family and neighborhood. They also added some new respondents in the first and second follow-ups. The survey uses complex sampling—cluster sampling. 

To find more information about the NELS, including the detailed information about the methodology and variable definitions, see http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/nels88/index.asp and related tabs. 
IMPORTANT WARNING

All users of NELS data must agree to the following conditions: 

Under law, public use data collected and distributed by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) may be used only for statistical purposes. Any effort to determine the identity of any reported case by public-use data users is prohibited by law. Violations are subject to Class E felony charges of a fine up to $250,000 and/or a prison term up to 5 years. 

NCES does all it can to assure that the identity of data subjects cannot be disclosed. All direct identifiers, as well as any characteristics that might lead to identification, are omitted or modified in the dataset to protect the true characteristics of individual cases. Any intentional identification or disclosure of a person or institution violates the assurances of confidentiality given to the providers of the information. Therefore, users shall:

· Use the data in this dataset for statistical purposes only.

· Make no use of the identity of any person or institution discovered inadvertently, and advise NCES of any such discovery.

· Not link this dataset with individually identifiable data from other NCES or non-NCES datasets.

To use this dataset you must signify your agreement to comply with the above-stated statutorily based requirements. 
File information

File name: NELS88 (available in SPSS, Stata, and Excel)

Note: This extract is a random sample, not based on the sampling weights. Since the original data was created with complex survey sampling, this data is not representative of any clearly defined population and should be used for educational purposes only. NELS has an on-line data analysis tool which takes the weights into consideration. 

Vars: 24

Obs: 1200 

Variable

Obs 
Unique
Mean

Min
Max
Label

id         

1200   





id

bys35b     
1128      
3  
1.453901
1        
8  
r^s family has a daily newspaper

bys35f     
1128      
4  
1.166667       
1        
8  
r^s family has a dictionary

bys35h     
1128      
3  
1.850177       
1        
8  
r^s family has a computer

bys38a     
1128      
6  
2.022163       
1        
8  
how often parents check on r^s homework

bys42a     
1095      
8  
11.10594       
0       
96  
no. of hours r watches tv on weekdays

bys75      
1128      
6  
1.133865       
0        
8  
# of days missed from schl past 4 weeks

g8ctrl     

1128      
4  
1.274823       
1        
4  
school control composite

g8urban    
1128      
3   
2.08156       
1        
3  
urbanicity composite

g8regon    
1128      
5  
2.650709       
1        
8  
composite geographic region of school

g8minor    
1128      
9   
23.1906       
0      
998  
percent minority in school
g8lunch    
1128      
9  
27.84929       
0      
998  
percent free lunch in school
sex        

1128      
2  
1.503546       
1        
2  
composite sex

race       

1128      
6  
3.487589       
1        
8
composite race

bypared    
1128      
8  
3.051418       
1       
98  
parents^ highest education level

byfcomp    
1128      
7  
2.755319       
1       
98  
family composition composite

byfaminc   
1128     
16  
19.14539       
1       
98  
yearly family income

byhmlang   
1128      
5  
3.625887       
1        
8  
home language background

byhomewk   
1075      
8  
4.168372       
1        
8  
number of hrs spent on homework per week

by2xcomp   
1085    
936  
50.94412    
32.6    
75.81  
stndrdized test composite (reading,math)

g10ctrl1   
1189      
6  
3.818335       
1       
98  
school classification reported by school

f12xcomp   
1054    
922   
50.7152   
30.31    
71.82  
stndrdized test composite (reading,math)

Note on variable naming convention: Variables gathered in the 1988 base year have names beginning with “by”, such as “bypared”, parental education. Variables gathered in the first follow-up (1990) have names beginning with  “f1”, such as “f12xcomp”, the composite reading and math score in the following year. 
See the codebook (Stata output) on the following pages for more information on the variables.
Codebook (Stata output)

. codebook, all

   Number of variables: 22

Number of observations: 1,200

                  Size: 105,600 bytes ignoring labels, etc.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

id                                                                                  id

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Range: [124964,9199106]              Units: 1

         Unique values: 1,200                     Missing .: 0/1,200

                  Mean: 4.6e+06

             Std. dev.: 2.6e+06

           Percentiles:     10%       25%       50%       75%       90%

                         757096   2.5e+06   4.6e+06   7.2e+06   7.8e+06

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

bys35b                                                r^s family has a daily newspaper

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: bys35b

                 Range: [1,8]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 3                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          784         1  have

                          316         2  do not have

                           28         8  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

bys35f                                                     r^s family has a dictionary

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: bys35f

                 Range: [1,8]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 4                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                        1,076         1  have

                           29         2  do not have

                            1         6  {multiple respnse}

                           22         8  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

bys35h                                                       r^s family has a computer

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: bys35h

                 Range: [1,8]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 3                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          421         1  have

                          665         2  do not have

                           42         8  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

bys38a                                         how often parents check on r^s homework

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: bys38a

                 Range: [1,8]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 6                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          454         1  often

                          342         2  sometimes

                          211         3  rarely

                          114         4  never

                            1         6  {multiple respnse}

                            6         8  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

bys42a                                           no. of hours r watches tv on weekdays

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: bys42a

                 Range: [0,96]                        Units: 1

         Unique values: 8                         Missing .: 105/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                           24         0  don^t watch tv

                           83         1  lt 1 hour a day

                          209         2  1-2 hours

                          230         3  2-3 hours

                          193         4  3-4 hours

                          128         5  4-5 hours

                          137         6  over 5 hrs a day

                           91        96  {multiple respnse}

                          105         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

bys75                                          # of days missed from schl past 4 weeks

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: bys75

                 Range: [0,8]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 6                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          495         0  none

                          369         1  1 or 2 days

                          145         2  3 or 4 days

                           52         3  5 to 10 days

                           18         4  more than 10 days

                           49         8  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g8ctrl                                                        school control composite

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: g8ctrl

                 Range: [1,4]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 4                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          945         1  public school

                          107         2  catholic school

                           25         3  private, oth relig

                           51         4  private, non-relig

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g8urban                                                           urbanicity composite

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: g8urban

                 Range: [1,3]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 3                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          287         1  urban

                          462         2  suburban

                          379         3  rural

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g8regon                                          composite geographic region of school

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: g8regon

                 Range: [1,8]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 5                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          178         1  northeast

                          296         2  north central

                          408         3  south

                          243         4  west

                            3         8  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g8minor                                                     percent minority in school

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: g8minor

                 Range: [0,998]                       Units: 1

         Unique values: 9                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          158         0  none

                          247         1  1-5%

                           96         2  6-10%

                          168         3  11-20%

                          160         4  21-40%

                           99         5  41-60%

                          112         6  61-90%

                           65         7  91-100%

                           23       998  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g8lunch                                                   percent free lunch in school

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: g8lunch

                 Range: [0,998]                       Units: 1

         Unique values: 9                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          164         0  none

                          141         1  1-5%

                          109         2  6-10%

                          192         3  11-20%

                          150         4  21-30%

                          176         5  31-50%

                          121         6  51-75%

                           47         7  76-100%

                           28       998  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

sex                                                                      composite sex

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: sex

                 Range: [1,2]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 2                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          560         1  male

                          568         2  female

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

race                                                                    composite race

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: race

                 Range: [1,8]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 6                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                           65         1  asian/pacific islndr

                          165         2  hispanic

                          124         3  black not hispanic

                          739         4  white not hispanic

                           23         5  amer ind/ak native

                           12         8  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

bypared                                               parents^ highest education level

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: bypared

                 Range: [1,98]                        Units: 1

         Unique values: 8                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          132         1  didn^t finish hs

                          248         2  h.s. grad or ged

                          458         3  > hs & < 4yr deg

                          151         4  college graduate

                           93         5  m.a./equivalent

                           42         6  ph.d., m.d., other

                            3         7  don^t know

                            1        98  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

byfcomp                                                   family composition composite

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: byfcomp

                 Range: [1,98]                        Units: 1

         Unique values: 7                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                          757         1  mother & father

                          112         2  mother & male guardn

                           16         3  father & fem guard.

                          181         4  mother only

                           29         5  father only

                           22         6  oth rel/non-relative

                           11        98  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

byfaminc                                                          yearly family income

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: byfaminc

                 Range: [1,98]                        Units: 1

         Unique values: 16                        Missing .: 72/1,200

              Examples: 8     $15,000-$19,999

                        10    $25,000-$34,999

                        11    $35,000-$49,999

                        13    $75,000-$99,999

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

byhmlang                                                      home language background

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: byhmlang

                 Range: [1,8]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 5                         Missing .: 72/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                           42         1  non-english only

                          107         2  non-english dominant

                           98         3  english dominant

                          877         4  english only

                            4         8  {missing}

                           72         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

byhomewk                                      number of hrs spent on homework per week

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: byhomewk

                 Range: [1,8]                         Units: 1

         Unique values: 8                         Missing .: 125/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                           37         1  none

                           72         2  .50 to 1.99 hours

                          254         3  2.00 to 2.99 hours

                          338         4  3.00 to 5.49 hours

                          214         5  5.50 to 10.49 hours

                           37         6  10.50 to 12.99 hours

                           90         7  13.00 to 20.99 hours

                           33         8  21.00 and up hours

                          125         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

by2xcomp                                      stndrdized test composite (reading,math)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: by2xcomp, but 936 nonmissing values are not labeled

                 Range: [32.6,75.81]                  Units: .01

         Unique values: 936                       Missing .: 115/1,200

              Examples: 41.560001

                        47.810001

                        55.240002

                        65.389999

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g10ctrl1                                      school classification reported by school

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: g10ctrl1

                 Range: [1,98]                        Units: 1

         Unique values: 6                         Missing .: 11/1,200

            Tabulation: Freq.   Numeric  Label

                        1,020         1  public

                           75         2  catholic

                           19         3  private,oth religion

                           38         4  private, non-relig.

                            5         5  priv,not ascertained

                           32        98  {missing}

                           11         .  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

f12xcomp                                      stndrdized test composite (reading,math)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                  Type: Numeric (float)

                 Label: f12xcomp, but 922 nonmissing values are not labeled

                 Range: [30.31,71.82]                 Units: .01

         Unique values: 922                       Missing .: 146/1,200

              Examples: 41.610001

                        49.09 

                        56.779999

                        64.699997

.

1

