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Suggested Answers to Review Questions

Chapter 5: How to Write a Research Proposal
5.1. What is a research proposal, and what are some of the reasons for writing such a document?

A research proposal is a written document summarizing prior literature and describing the procedure to be used to answer the research questions. A research proposal is prepared because it gives a summary of the prior literature, identifies the research topic and the research questions to be answered, and specifies the procedure that will be followed to obtain an answer to the research questions. 
5.2. What is the purpose and goal of the introduction?

The purpose of the introduction is to introduce your research topic and establish its importance and significance. The overall goal of the introduction section is to convince the reader that the research problem is important and that it needs to be conducted.

5.3. Why should the introduction include a literature review?

Because the literature review enables you to show how the proposed research fits in with existing work. Note, by the way, that the literature review is part of the introduction only in the first of the two tables of contents shown in Table 5.1; in the second writing approach, the literature review is a separate “chapter.” 
5.4. What is the purpose of the method section, and what information should be included in this section?

The purpose of the method section is to sell the reader on the research design and the method(s) of data collection. This section includes detailed information about the procedure to be followed in collecting the data pertaining to the research question(s) such as the research participants to be used, instructions to the participants, what information you will get from them, and how you will get that information.

5.5. What key information should be included regarding research participants?

Who they are, how many will participate, their characteristics, how they will be selected, and any other information regarding them such as inducements to participant or whether they are volunteers.

5.6. What information should be included when preparing the apparatus and/or instruments section?

This section includes a description of any instruments or apparatus to be used and reliability and validity evidence about any instruments to be used. Also the section should include information about where the instrument can be obtained and why it is appropriate for this study. The apparatus should be described in enough detail to enable someone else to obtain it along with an explanation as to why it is being used.

5.7. What is the purpose of the procedure section?

The purpose of the procedure section is to provide a step-by-step account of exactly how you will execute your proposed study, including how you propose to collect your data. This also is where you explain your research design if you did not include an explicit design section in your proposal. 
