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Course Description
This course will familiarize students with the issues surrounding concepts of crime, criminals, crime typologies, and societal responses to crime. Students will examine the theoretical, methodological, and policy issues in criminology and criminal justice.
Course Objectives
On successful completion of this course, you will be able to:

1. Examine the historical evolution of criminological theory; 
2. Recognize the basic concepts associated with criminological theory; 
3. Recognize and examine the advantages and disadvantages of the major sources of data on crime trends and patterns collected by the Bureau of Justice Statistics and Office of Justice Programs, and the National Criminal Justice Reference Service;
4. Assess the empirical status of the five major criminological theories (Classical, Rational Choice, or Deterrence; Positivist, Strain, Social and Self-Control, and Social Learning);
5. Examine theoretical developments in criminology including Critical Criminology, Feminist Criminology, Reintegrative Shaming, and Developmental or Life-Course Criminology.

Course Instructional Methods
The course will be taught using multiple instructional methods. These methods will include lecture, group discussion and oral presentations with an associated critical discussion. Typically, course topics will be introduced via lecture format incorporating interpretive discussions. Literature discussions will utilize small-group discussions followed by classroom presentation and discussion.

Course Required Text and Materials
Schram, P., & Tibbetts, S. G. (2017). Introduction to Criminology (2nd Ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
Recommended Resources for Additional Exploration
www.sagepub.com/schram
Bahr, S. J., Harris, L., Fisher, J. K., & Armstrong, A. H. (2010). Successful reentry: What differentiates successful and unsuccessful parolees? International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 54(5), 667-692. doi:10.1177/0306624X09342435. 

Beccaria, C. (1764/1983). An Essay on Crimes and Punishments. Boston, MA: International Pocket Library. 
Burns, R., Kinkade, P., & Bachman, M. (2012). Getting hosed: Petty theft in the car wash industry and the fifth suitability criterion in routine activities theory. Social Science Journal, 49, 263–269. doi:10.1016/j.soscij.2011.09.005. 
Caplan, J. M., Kennedy, L. W., & Petrossian, G. (2011). Police-monitored CCTV cameras in Newark, NJ: A quasi-experimental test of crime deterrence. Journal of Experimental Criminology, 7, 255–274. doi:10.1007/s11292-011-9125-9. 
Hemmens, C. (1999). There’s a darkness on the edge of town: Merton’s five modes of adaptation in the lyrics of Bruce Springsteen. International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice, 23(1), 127–136. doi:10.1080/0924036.1999.9678336. 
Hochstetler, A., Copes, H., & DeLisi, M. (2002). Differential association in group and solo offending. Journal of Criminal Justice, 30, 559–566. 
Meldrum, R. C., Piquero, A. R., & Clark, J. (2013). Does low self-control predict fictitious drug use and untruthfulness? Deviant Behavior, 34(3), 242–254. doi:10.1080/01639625.2012.707555.
Moore, R., & McMullan, E. C. (2009). Neutralizations and rationalizations of digital piracy: A qualitative analysis of university students. International Journal of Cyber Criminology, 3(1), 441–451.
Piquero, N. L., & Sealock, M. D. (2010). Race, crime, and general strain theory. Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice, 8(3), 170–186. doi:10.1177/1541204009361174. 
Attendance and Participation Expectations
Each student will be allowed to miss two class sessions without penalty. However, each class missed thereafter will result in a 1-point deduction from the student’s final grade. Your attendance can make the difference between an A- and a B+, a B- and a C+, for example. Students are expected to attend each class for the full time. If you are continually late or leave early, this will affect your participation grade. If you know of an expected absence or an expected need to arrive late or leave early, please inform the instructor as soon as possible. 

	Action
	Result

	One class missed
	No effect on grade

	Two classes missed
	No effect on grade

	Three or more classes missed
	1 point per class missed deducted from total grade


Summary of Assignments
The purpose of the assignments below are to assist students in evaluating the quality of social work literature, access resources available in the library, identify questions that are worth researching, develop a plan for research, effectively communicate empirically based knowledge, think and write like a social work scientist, and summarize complex readings.
	Assignment
	Objectives related to assignment
	Relative value
	Due date

	1.  Midterm Exam
	1,2,3,4,5
	20%
	

	2.  Final Exam
	1,2,3,4,5,6
	20%
	

	3.  Journal Article Critiques
	1,2,4,5,6
	20%
	

	4.  Class Participation
	4,5,6
	10%
	

	5.  Theory Paper
	1,2,4,5,6
	            30%
	


A. Journal Article Critiques (20% of grade): During the semester, you will be required to critique research articles on various criminological theories. Below are the article critique guidelines. 

1. Give a brief summary of the article. This portion should three to four paragraphs summarizing the main points of the article. Be sure to include the research hypotheses and major findings. 

2. Do the findings indicate empirical support for the theory? Explain your answer. 

3. What are the policy implications of the theory? Be specific. 
4. The length of the critique should be approximately three to four pages in length. The critique should be typed, doubled spaced, using 12-point font. Please use subheadings as appropriate. Be sure to cite your sources when appropriate using American Psychological Association 6th edition format. 

5. Keep in mind that these articles will be discussed in class.
B. Class Participation (10% of grade): Each class you will work on in-class activities for which you will receive class participation points. If you miss class, these points cannot be made up. 
C. Midterm Exam (20% of grade): The midterm exam will cover questions from Chapters 1 through 7.
D. Final Exam (20% of grade): The final exam will cover questions from Chapters 8 through15. 
E. Theory Paper (20% of grade): Please select a criminological theory from any of the theories that you have learned about this semester. You should select the theory you believe is the most valid explanation of criminal behavior. Please answer the following questions in your paper. You should use the questions as subheadings in your paper.

1. Which theory do you think does the best job of explaining criminal behavior?
2. Explain in detail why you think this theory does the best job of explaining criminal behavior. 
3. Discuss the history of the development of the theory.

4. Has the theory been empirically supported? In other words, cite three to five studies that have tested the theory, and be sure to report the findings of these studies.

5. What policies could be implemented if the theory were to be adopted by the criminal justice system?

Your paper should have a title page, it should be typed, five to seven pages in length, 12-point font, and double spaced. Be sure to include a reference page citing all of your sources using the American Psychological Association 6th edition. This paper is a culmination of your learning for this semester. Be sure that the paper reflects a breadth and depth of knowledge equal to a graduate-level evaluation of the theory. A grading rubric will be provided to the students that will detail the grades students will receive based on the quality of the paper. 
Grading Scale and Procedures
	A
100–95

A-
94–90

B+
89–85

B
85–80

B-
79–75

C+
74–70
	C
69–65

C-
64–60

D+
59–55

D
54–50

D-
49–46

F
45 or below


Assignments must be submitted by the deadlines set and will typically be returned within 5 business days. If you are unable to complete course requirements because of extenuating circumstances, please notify the instructor on or before the date of the assignment and provide relevant supporting documentation (e.g., doctor’s note, note from counselor). An agreement to receive an Incomplete (I) grade may be negotiated if the circumstances do not allow you to finish the course on time. 
Support for Students With Disabilities
If you have, or think you may have, a disability (including an “invisible disability” such as a learning disability, a chronic health problem, or a mental health condition) that interferes with your performance as a student in this class, you are encouraged to discuss your needs and arrange support services and/or accommodations through Disabilities Services. This instructor will be as flexible as possible to accommodate the needed services. Any student who has a concern or needs to make special arrangements for meeting the requirements of the course is encouraged to speak with the instructor.
Academic Honesty Policy
Be sure that you understand the university’s Academic Honesty Policy. It is important that you refrain from any form of academic dishonesty or deception, such as cheating or plagiarism. You should also be aware that as a member of the academic community, it is your responsibility to turn in all suspected violators of the honor system. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. This includes but is not limited to: inappropriate citations of sources, “padding” your references, purchasing/copying a paper from the Internet or friend, copying and pasting from a resource, etc. Plagiarism of assignments will result in a grade of zero and will be reported
Grading Grievance: Procedure for Challenging Course Grade 
The Grading Grievance Policy of the university is available on the university website. 
Course Schedule 
	SESSION & DATE
	
	

	#1

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:

	Buy textbook(s)
--
Orientation to the Course


	#2

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

ASSIGNMENTS:
topics:
Media Links:
	Read Chapters 1 and 2
Chapter 1 Discussion Questions 1–6; 

Chapter 2 Discussion Questions 1–10
Introduction to Criminology and Measuring Crime
Chapter 1

Video Links

Video Link: Deviance
Video Link: Courts
Video Link: Dark Figure of Crime
Video Link: Motor Vehicle Theft
Audio Links

Audio Link: DEA
Audio Link: Corrections
Audio Link: Sexual Assault
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Consensus
Journal Article Link: Comparative Criminology
Journal Article Link: Measuring Crime
Crime In the News

Crime In The News: Juveniles
Crime In The News: Homicide
Crime In The News: Crime Mapping 

Crime In The News: Motor Vehicle Theft
Chapter 2 
Video Links

Video Link: Janet Lauritsen (1 of 3): What is the National Crime Victimization Survey
Video Link: What is a Hate Crime?
Video Link: Crime Statistics: The Dark Figure
Video Link: Study Highlights a New Epidemic of Drug Abuse that is a Growing Problem Among US Teens
Video Link: Not there for your children? Gangs will be
Audio Links

Audio Link: FBI:  Murders Up Nearly 11 Percent in 2015; Violent Crime Rose Slightly
Audio Link: Historians Mine 400 Years of Crime Data at the Old Bailey
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Shooting for accuracy:  Comparing data sources on mass murder.
Journal Article Link: Missing data and imputation in the Uniform Crime Reports and the effects on National estimates
Journal Article Link: Assessing the practice of hot spots policing: Surveying results from a national convenience sample of local police agencies
Crime in the News
Crime In The News: Death Penalty Information Center
Crime In the News: Exorcism
Crime In The News: International Stoning
Crime In The News: Torture
Crime In The News: Russian Convictions
Crime In The News: Violent Crime
Crime In The News: Three-Strikes Law
Crime In The News: Deterrence
Crime in the News: Hedonistic Calculus
Crime In The News: Policy


	#3

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

ASSIGNMENTS: 
          topics:
    Media Links:
	Read Chapter 3
Chapter 3 Discussion Questions 1–8
On Crimes and Punishments, Chapter 6: Of the Proportion Between Crimes and Punishments; Chapter 19: Of the Advantage of Immediate Punishment; and Chapter 27: Of Mildness of Punishments 
Classical School of Criminological Thought 
Video Links

Video Link: Torture
Video Link: Deterrence
Video Link: Punishments
Video Link: Utilitarianism
Video Link: Three-Strikes Law
Audio Links

Audio Link: D.C. Madam Case
Audio Link: Social Contract
Audio Link: Death Penalty Debate
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Brutalization Effect
Journal Article Link: Deterrence
Journal Article Link: Beccaria
Crime In the News

Crime In The News: Death Penalty Information Center
Crime In the News: Exorcism
Crime In The News: International Stoning
Crime In The News: Torture
Crime In The News: Russian Convictions
Crime In The News: Violent Crime
Crime In The News: Three-Strikes Law
Crime In The News: Deterrence
Crime in the News: Hedonistic Calculus
Crime In The News: Policy


	#4

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

ASSIGNMENTS:

topics:
    Media Links:
	Read Chapter 4
Chapter 4 Discussion Questions 1–11
Caplan, J. M., Kennedy, L. W., & Petrossian, G. (2011). Police-monitored CCTV cameras in Newark, NJ: A quasi-experimental test of crime deterrence; OR Burns, R., Kinkade, P., & Bachman, M. (2012). Getting hosed: Petty theft in the car wash industry and the fifth suitability criterion in routine activities theory.
Contemporary Classical and Deterrence Research 
Video Links

Video Link: Rehabilitation
Video Link: Deterring Drunk Driving
Video Link: Career Criminals
Video Link: Deterrence
Video Link: Hot Spots
Video Link: Broken Windows
Audio Links

Audio Link: White-Collar Criminals
Audio Link: Deterrence
Audio Link: Three-Strikes Law
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Experiential Effect
Journal Article Link: Shame and Rational Choice

Journal Article Link: Driving Under the Influence
Journal Article Link: Hot Spots
Crime In the News

Crime In The News: Drunk Drivers
Crime in the News: Shaming 
Crime In The News: Deterring Drunk Driving
Crime In the News: Robbery
Crime In The News: Green River Killer


	#5

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

          topics:
    Media Links:
	Read Chapters 5 and 6 
Chapter 5 Discussion Questions 1–11 and Chapter 6 Discussion Questions 1–11

Early Positivism 
Modern Biosocial Perspectives of Criminal Behavior 

Chapter 4

Video Links

Video Link: Eugenics
Video Link: Phrenology
Video Link: Atavism
Video Link: Somatotypes
Audio Links

Audio Link: Shipman
Audio Link: IQ Test
Audio Link: Sterilization
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Determinism
Journal Article Link: Intelligence and Crime
Journal Article Link: Biology and Crime
Crime In the News

Crime In The News: Sterilization Cases
Crime In The News: Sterilization
Crime in the News: Burglary
Chapter 5

Video Links

Video Link: Twin Studies
Video Link: Separated Twins
Video Link: Whitman
Video Link: Brain Injuries
Audio Links

Audio Link: Nature vs. Nurture
Audio Link: The Brain and Violence
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Kallikak Family
Journal Article Link: XYY
Crime In the News

Crime In The News: Hans Sisters
Crime in the News: Assault
Crime In The News: ADHD and Behavior


	#6

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:

	Study Chapters 1–6 
--
*MIDTERM EXAM*

	#7

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

        topics:
Media Links:
	Read Chapter 7
Chapter 7 Discussion Questions 1–9
Psychological/Trait Theories of Crime
Video Links

Video Link: Albert Fish
Video Link: Pavlovian Conditioning
Video Link: Attachment Theory
Video Link: Rapists

Video Link: Psychopathy
Video Link: Mental Health Courts
Video Link: Insanity Defense: Hemy Neuman
Audio Links

Audio Link: Freud
Audio Link: Analyzing Freud
Audio Link: Psychopathy
Audio Link: Mental Health Courts
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Personality Questionnaire
Journal Article Link: Treatment
Crime In the News

Crime In The News: Rapists
Crime in the News: Psychopathy
Crime In The News: Insanity Defense: James Holmes

	#8
Date
	preparation:

assignments:

assignments:  
topics:
    Media Links:
	Read Chapter 8
Chapter 8 Discussion Questions 1–6 

Piquero, N. L., & Sealock, M. D. (2010). Race, crime, and general strain theory; OR Hemmens, C. (1999). There’s a darkness on the edge of town: Merton’s five modes of adaptation in the lyrics of Bruce Springsteen.
Social Structure Theories of Crime I: Early Development and Strain Models of Crime 

Video Links

Video Link: Strain and Crime
Video Link: Youth Violence
Video Link: Motorcycle Gangs
Video Link: Christopher Dorner
Video Link: Robbery
Audio Links

Audio Link: The American Dream
Audio Link: Gangs
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Durkheim's Anomie
Journal Article Link: Merton's Adaptations


Journal Article Link: Differential Opportunity
Crime In the News

Crime in the News: Robbery
Crime In The News: Delinquents
Crime in the News: Robbery


	#9
Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
Media Links:
	Read Chapter 9
Chapter 9 Discussion Questions 1–6

Social Structure Theories of Crime II: Social Disorganization and Subcultures 

Video Links

Video Link: High Crime Areas
Video Link: Urban Planning
Video Link: Stalking
Video Link: Whitey Bulger
Audio Links

Audio Link: Urban Violence
Audio Link: Murder
Audio Link: Social Networking Crime
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Social Disorganization 
Crime In the News

Crime in the News: Homicide Rates
Crime In The News: High Crime Areas
Crime in the News: Stalking


	#10

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

ASSIGNMENTS:  

topics:
Media Links:
	Read Chapter 10
Chapter 10 Discussion Questions 1–10

Meldrum, R. C., Piquero, A. R., & Clark, J. (2013). Does low self-control predict fictitious drug use and untruthfulness?; OR Hochstetler, A., Copes, H., & DeLisi, M. (2002). Differential association in group and solo offending.
Social Process and Control Theories of Crime 

Video Links

Video Link: Conditioning
Video Link: Operant Conditioning
Video Link: Freud's Concepts
Audio Links

Audio Link: Deviant Behavior
Audio Link: Self-Control
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Differential Association
Journal Article Link: Differential Reinforcement
Journal Article Link: White-Collar Crime
Crime In the News

Crime in the News: Murder
Crime In The News: Parenting and Crime
Crime In The News: Aileen Wuornos


	#11

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
Media Links:
	Read Chapters 12 and 13 
Chapter 12 Discussion Questions 1–10 and Chapter 13 Discussion Questions 1–5 
Labeling Theory and Conflict/Marxist/Radical Theories of Crime 
Developmental/Life-Course Perspectives of Criminality

Chapter 12

Video Links

Video Link: E-waste
Video Link: Hate Crimes
Video Link: Stereotyping
Video Link: Marxism
Audio Links

Audio Link: E-waste
Audio Link: Symbolic Interactions
Audio Link: Capitalism
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Labeling Theory
Journal Article Link: Marxist Criminology
Crime In the News

Crime in the News: Theft
Crime In The News: Ted Kaczynski Manifesto
Crime In The News: Manifestos
Chapter 13
Video Links

Video Link: Career Criminals
Video Link: Cycle of Violence
Video Link: Henry Earl
Video Link: Arson
Video Link: Addiction at Birth
Audio Links

Audio Link: Self-Control
Audio Link: Addiction
Journal Article Links

Journal Article Link: Self-Control
Journal Article Link: Moffitt's Theory
Journal Article Link: Pregnant Addicts


	#12

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:
	Study chapters 6–13 
--

*FINAL EXAM* 


[Please remember to update the footer. Double-click the footer text to change the course code, semester, year, and your name]
CODE-Section | Semester Year| Instructor name | Your University
13

