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Chapter 1: The Corrections System


1. Split the students up into groups and assign each group one of the purposes of corrections: Incapacitation, Deterrence, Retribution, and Rehabilitation. 

Each group should define their assigned purpose and list the benefits and consequences of each. If applicable, students should list the elements of each. 

For example: 
Incapacitation
Definition: A method of preventing crime by removing the offender from the community 

Elements: Incapacitation can take many forms, such as: prison and/or jail, community service, fines, etc. 

Benefits: can keep offenders off of the streets and provide for a safer community
Cons: Incarceration rates are high and are thus contributing to the issue of overcrowding. 

Students should present to the class. 


2. Have students visit the Bureau of Justice Statistics website and look at the latest criminal justice expenditures. Students should compare the data (i.e. federal, state, local and total costs, per billions) listed in the text to the most recent data that is available on the website.  

Students can access the Employment and Expenditures page on the Bureau of Justice Statistics page via this link: http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=tp&tid=5

Once the students have the new data they should be able to assess whether the costs have increased or decreased at the federal, state, and local level. If they have increased, have the students discuss the reasons as to why this increase could have taken place (e.g. policy, increase in crime rates, etc.). If the data shows a decrease in cost, have the students assess what could have led to the decrease (e.g. smart on crime policies, a move towards community supervision to reduce overcrowding, decrease in crime rate, etc.). 

Students should also discuss the accessibility and user friendliness of the Bureau of Justice Statistics website because this is an important resource for all criminologists and researchers. 


3. Have the student’s research a couple of the most contentious federal judge nominations made during the Obama Administration (note: there are many). Students should discuss why they are contentious and whether the Senate ultimately confirmed those nominations. Did Obama face congressional gridlock? Did the Senate invoke their filibuster right? Have students present their research to the class. This exercise will help show the students how the federal branches of government interact and how they can have an affect on the corrections system via the federal judges. 






