Introduction to American Government
COURSE CODE | Semester Year 
Day(s) Time X:XX–X:XX | Location
First Session: XX  | Last Session: XX
	Instructor information
	

	Name, Title

Office:  

Office Hours:  (or) 
	Phone:  

Email:

Please phone or email to arrange appointments outside office hours.




Course description

This course is designed to be an introduction to American government, its historical foundations, institutions and political processes. The purpose of this class is to teach you about the institutions, practices, and history of politics and government in the United States. This course will cover a great deal of ground, as we will discuss the Constitution, the three branches of the federal government, interest groups, public opinion, campaigns, elections, and parties. For each subject, we will examine some of the leading perspectives in political science, and we will incorporate current events and our personal experiences, as well. 

The main textbook for this course, The Logic of American Politics, takes a novel approach to the study of American politics. It frames the course in terms of understanding collective action problems. A collective action problem exists when people would be better off if they cooperated, but they can’t help acting in their own interests, even if that makes everyone worse off. Over time, we have developed institutions to solve some collective action problems. The book, along with the course, investigates the kinds of collective action problems we have faced in our history, the solutions we’ve come up with to address them, and the success we’ve had in resolving them.
Course objectives

· To understand the structures and processes of American government and politics, the collective action challenges inherent in this system, and the practical implications of political structure and contestation in our lives. 
· To sharpen our ability to think critically about the American political system by reading both contemporary and classic materials from a variety of sources that encompasses both objective and opinion-based points of view. 

· To demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of contemporary political debates. 

Course instructional methods
The course will be taught using multiple instructional methods. These methods will include lecture, group discussion and oral presentations with an associated critical discussion. Typically, course topics will be introduced via lecture format incorporating interpretive discussions. Literature discussions will utilize small group discussions following by classroom presentation and discussion.

Course required text and materials

Samuel Kernell, Gary C. Jacobson, Thad Kousser & Lynn Vavreck, The Logic of American Politics (CQ Press, 7th edition, 2016). 

Recommended resources for additional exploration

The Logic of American Politics student companion website:

http://edge.sagepub.com/kernell7e 

This site is a particularly good resource for review of course materials.
Graded Assignments and Course Requirements
Quizzes (top 3 of 4) – (10 points each = 30 points)

Assignments (x3) – (10 points each = 30 points)

Chapter Questions/Discussion (x4) – (10 points each = 40 points)

Midterm – 100 points

Final Exam – 100 points

___________________

Total = 300 Points

ASSIGNMENTS: Students will be required to submit 3 _______ assignments during the semester.  The assignment needs to be about one page in length and follow the format that will be discussed in class. Further details about the rules of this assignment will be given in class.

CHAPTER QUESTIONS:  For each chapter, I will post 4 questions that are geared to help students think about the topics discussed in the chapter and to help facilitate discussion in class.  Each student is required to answer ALL 4 questions for each of the 4 chapters they will be assigned over the course of the semester.  Each question should be answered in about one paragraph or 150 words (1/2 page), and should be typed, double spaced. Students are also responsible to help guide discussion on their particular chapter; therefore points will be deducted if the student is not in attendance for their assigned chapter discussion.  Further details about the rules of this assignment will be given in class.

QUIZZES: Students will be given 4 surprise quizzes throughout the course relating to chapter content.

EXAMS: There will be two exams – a midterm and a final. Each will be a combination of identification, short answer and essay questions. The exams are designed to test your familiarity with the lecture material, reading assignments, and your independent ability to apply what you have learned. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Class Attendance is required.  Per school policy, I will be taking attendance daily.  You are allowed 3 unexcused absences in this course.  It is your responsibility to make up scheduled work because of officially excused absences.  Students who exceed the maximum number of unexcused absences may be administratively withdrawn from the course or receive a failing grade in the course.

MAKEUP AND LATE WORK

The scheduled dates of all exams and written assignments are clearly indicated in this syllabus.  No make-up exams or late papers will be accepted without my prior approval.

Support for students with disabilities
If you have, or think you may have, a disability (including an ‘invisible disability’ such as a learning disability, a chronic health problem, or a mental health condition) that interferes with your performance as a student in this class, you are encouraged to discuss your needs and arrange support services and/or accommodations through Disabilities Services. This instructor will be as flexible as possible to accommodate the needed services. Any student who has a concern or needs to make special arrangements for meeting the requirements of the course is encouraged to speak with the instructor.
Academic honesty policy
Be sure that you understand the university’s Academic Honesty Policy. It is important that you refrain from any form of academic dishonesty or deception, such as cheating or plagiarism. You should also be aware that as a member of the academic community, it is your responsibility to turn in all suspected violators of the honor system. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. This includes but is not limited to: inappropriate citations of sources, “padding” your references, purchasing/copying a paper from the internet or friend, copying and pasting from a resource etc. Plagiarism of assignments will result in a grade of 0 and will be reported
Grading grievance: Procedure for challenging course grade 
The Grading Grievance Policy of the university is available on the university website. 
Course schedule 
	SESSION & DATE
	
	

	#1

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Buy textbook(s)

--

Introduction to Course

	#2

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapters 1 and 2
The Logic of American Politics and The Constitution

	#3

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 3
Federalism

	#4

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 4
Civil Rights

	#5

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 5
Assignment #1 Due
Civil Liberties

	#6

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 6
Congress

	#7

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 7
The Presidency

	#8

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Study Chapters 1-7
–

*MIDTERM EXAM*

	#9

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapters 8 and 9
The Bureaucracy and The Federal Judiciary

	#10

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 10
Assignment #2 Due
Public Opinion

	#11

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 11
Voting, Campaigns, and Elections

	#12

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 12
Political Parties

	#13

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 13
Interest Groups

	#14

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 14
Assignment #3 Due
The News Media

	#15

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 15
Is There a Logic to American Policy?

	#16

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Study Chapters 8-15
--
*FINAL EXAM*
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