Introduction to Criminal Justice
CJUS 101 | Fall 2015
Day(s) Time Monday & Wednesday | Dawson Center 100
First Session: 8/30/15| Last Session: 12/15/15
	Instructor information
	

	Name, Title

Office:  

Office Hours:  (or) 
	Phone:  

Email:

Please phone or email to arrange appointments outside office hours.




Course description
This course will provide students with an overview of the criminal justice system, including the historical development, present status, and suggested reforms.  Topics covered will include the duties and functions of actors in the criminal justice system, including victim, offender, police, prosecuting and defense attorneys, courts, and corrections.  Also covered is the criminal justice process from the formation of laws to the final stages of the treatment of criminals.

Course objectives
On successful completion of this course, you will be able to:
1.  
Examine the main components of the criminal justice system
2.  
Analyze current issues, policies, and court cases within the criminal justice system
3.  
Examine the history and development of the criminal justice system
4. 
Analyze the role of law within the criminal justice system
Course instructional methods
This course is comprised of lectures and instructor-led discussions, student presentations, quizzes, and exams.  Students are encouraged to contribute their knowledge and experiences in discussions.  Participation is important because discussing controversial issues and listening to the ideas and comments from other students exposes personal and professional viewpoints.  Reinforcement of learning is accomplished through course objectives, readings, discussions, quizzes, multimedia presentations, internet assignments, and video presentations.  Written assignments provide students with the opportunity to sharpen their analytical and writing skills.

Course required text and materials

Rennison, C.M., & Dodge, M. (2015).  Introduction to Criminal Justice: Systems, Diversity, and Change.  Sage Publications.
American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual (6th ed.). Washington, DC: 


Author.
Recommended resources for additional exploration

Barnett-Ryan, C. (2007). Introduction to the Uniform Crime Reporting Program. In J. P. Lynch & L. A. Addington (Eds.), Understanding crime incidence statistics: Revisiting the divergence of the NCVS and the UCR (pp. 55-92). New York: Cambridge University Press
Bogira, S. (2005). Courtroom 302: A year behind the scenes in an American Criminal courthouse. New York, NY: Vintage Books.

Bosworth, M. (2010). Explaining U.S. imprisonment. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Geis, G., & Bienen, L. B. (1998). Crimes of the century: From Leopold and Loeb to O.J. Simpson. Boston, MA: Northeastern University Press.

Hagan, F.E. (2011). Introduction to criminology: Theories, methods, and criminal behavior. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.
Hassine, V. (2003). Life without parole: Living in prison today. Los Angeles, CA: Roxbury. 

Lynch, J.P., & Addington, L.A. (2007). Understanding crime incidence statistics: Revisiting the divergence of the NCVS and the UCR. New York: Cambridge University Press.
Kraska, P. B. (2001). Militarizing the American Criminal Justice System: The Changing Roles of Armed Forces and the Police. Boston, MA: Northeastern University Press.

Petersilia, J. (1998). Community corrections: Probation, parole, and Intermediate sanctions. Oxford University Press. 

Robinson, M.B. (2002). Justice Blind? Prentice Hall: New Jersey.

Schwartz, B. (1995). A history of the Supreme Court. New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Scott, E. S., & Steinberg, L. (2010). Rethinking juvenile justice. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Attendance and participation expectations
Each student will be allowed to miss two class sessions without penalty.  However, each class missed thereafter will result in a one point deduction from the student’s final grade. Your attendance can make the difference between an A- and a B+, a B- and a C+, for example.  Students are expected to attend each class for the full time.  If you are continually late or leave early this will affect your participation grade. If you know of an expected absence or an expected need to arrive late or leave early, please inform the instructor as soon as possible. 

	Action
	Result

	One class missed
	No effect on grade

	Two classes missed
	No effect on grade

	Three or more classes missed
	1 point per class missed deducted from total grade


Summary of assignments
The purpose of the assignments below are to assist students in evaluating the quality of social work literature, access resources available in the library, identify questions that are worth researching, develop a plan for research, effectively communicate empirically based knowledge,  think and write like a social work scientist and summarize complex readings.
	Assignment
	Objectives related to assignment
	Relative value
	Due date

	1.  Midterm Exam
	1, 2, 3, 4
	30%
	

	2.  Final Exam
	1, 2, 3, 4
	30%
	

	3.  Quizzes
	1, 2, 3, 4
	10%
	

	4.  Discussion Questions
	1, 2, 3, 4
	10%
	

	5. Research Paper
	1, 2, 3, 4
	          20%
	


A.  Quizzes (10% of grade)
To motivate you to keep up with the course material, the Professor will administer a handful of short, unannounced Pop Quizzes throughout the semester.  It is possible that there will be more than five quizzes, and the lowest quiz scores can be dropped and only count the five best scores towards the final grade. There will be NO make-up quizzes given. Only students in attendance will be allowed to take the quizzes. 

B.  Discussion Questions Review (10% of grade):
Students will be divided into groups and assigned chapters to cover for review for the exam. The groups will develop 10 short answer discussion questions from the chapters assigned.  Due dates are on the calendar below. On the discussion date, the group will lead the class in a discussion about the questions that were distributed.  This will be used as a review session before each exam.

C. Midterm Exam (30% of grade):


The midterm exam will cover questions from Chapters 1-6.

D. Final Exam (30% of grade):


The final exam will cover questions from Chapters 7-14.  

E. Research Paper (20% of grade):
This paper should be approximately 7 double-spaced, typed pages; it is an APA-style (6th ed.) paper addressing one area of the criminal justice system of your choice.  The focus of the paper is to provide a literature review on your topic and identify a problem/issue with this topic.  Once the problem has been identified, discuss possible improvements and policy implications.
Grading scale and procedures
	A
100-95

A-
94-90

B+
89-85

B
85-80

B-
79-75

C+
74-70
	C
69-65

C-
64-60

D+
59-55

D
54-50

D-
49-46

F
45 or below


Assignments must be submitted by the deadlines set and will typically be returned within 5 business days. If you are unable to complete course requirements because of extenuating circumstances, please notify the instructor on or before the date of the assignment and provide relevant supporting documentation (e.g. doctor’s note, note from counselor). An agreement to receive an Incomplete (I) grade may be negotiated if the circumstances do not allow you to finish the course on time. 
Support for students with disabilities
If you have, or think you may have, a disability (including an ‘invisible disability’ such as a learning disability, a chronic health problem, or a mental health condition) that interferes with your performance as a student in this class, you are encouraged to discuss your needs and arrange support services and/or accommodations through Disabilities Services. This instructor will be as flexible as possible to accommodate the needed services. Any student who has a concern or needs to make special arrangements for meeting the requirements of the course is encouraged to speak with the instructor.
Academic honesty policy
Be sure that you understand the university’s Academic Honesty Policy. It is important that you refrain from any form of academic dishonesty or deception, such as cheating or plagiarism. You should also be aware that as a member of the academic community, it is your responsibility to turn in all suspected violators of the honor system. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. This includes but is not limited to: inappropriate citations of sources, “padding” your references, purchasing/copying a paper from the internet or friend, copying and pasting from a resource etc. Plagiarism of assignments will result in a grade of 0 and will be reported
Grading grievance: Procedure for challenging course grade 
The Grading Grievance Policy of the university is available on the university website. 
Course schedule 
	SESSION & DATE
	
	

	#1

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Buy textbook(s)
--
Orientation to the Course

	#2

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 1
An Introduction to Crime and the Criminal Justice System

	#3

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 2

Nature and Extent of Crime

	#4

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 3
Group 1 Discussion Questions Due/Lead Discussion (ch 1-3)
Criminal Justice and the Law

	#5

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 4
History of Policing

	#6

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 5
On the Streets: Organization, Responsibilities, and Challenges

	#7

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 6
Group 2 Discussion Questions Due/Lead Discussion (ch 4-6)
Police and the Rule of Law

	#8

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Study Chapters 1-6
–

*MIDTERM EXAM*

	#9

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 7
Courts and Judiciary

	#10

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 8
The Prosecution, Defense and Pretrial Activities

	#11

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 9
Group 3 Discussion Questions Due/Lead Discussion (ch 7-8)
The Criminal Trial and Sentencing

	#12

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapters 10

Correctional Responses in the Community

	#13

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 11

Institutional Corrections

	#14

Date 
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapter 12

Prison Life and Life After Prison

	#15

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Read Chapters 13 and 14
Group 4 Discussion Questions Due/Lead Discussion (ch 9-14)
Juvenile Justice System 
Exploring Specialize and Topical Issues

	#16

Date
	preparation:

assignments:

topics:
	Study Chapters 7-14
--
*FINAL EXAM*
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