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Department of Criminal Justice

Introduction to Corrections (CJ 104)

Spring 2015
Instructor:
Email: 

Phone: 

Office Hours: 
Required Text: 
Krisberg, B., Marchionna, S. & Hartney, C. (2015).  American Corrections: Concepts and Controversies. Sage: Thousand Oaks, CA.

Class Description: This course is designed to introduce you to the history, theory, philosophy and practice of corrections in the United States. Although this course is primarily lecture format, films/documentaries are shown and topical discussions are strongly encouraged. 
Course Goals and Objectives: 

(1) Enhance the knowledge and understanding of corrections history, policy, and practice.

(2) Increase analytical thinking skills so that students consider more than just the obvious and sometimes erroneous explanation(s) for phenomena.

(3) Improve writing skills
Student Responsibilities

Student Responsibilities

Attendance/Class Activities: Attendance is mandatory. Attendance will be randomly checked four times during the semester for a total of 20 points. You will be provided with five points for each attendance check if you are present for the entire class and have actively participated in class activities for that day. Much of the material covered on the exams is from content that can only be obtained from class lectures. I highly recommend that you attend each and every class to avoid missing important course content. The only exception for a missed class will be if you have a doctor’s note stating that you could not attend class or if you have missed class for a university-approved absence (approved prior to the start of the missed class). 
Quizzes/Writing Assignments: There will be four unannounced quizzes and/or writing assignments, which will cover assigned materials (book readings, journal articles, newspaper articles, etc.). The lowest quiz score will be dropped (only three count towards final grade). You will be allowed to drop one quiz for any reason; therefore, there are no make-ups for quizzes regardless of the reason(s).
Exams: There will be three exams worth 100 points each. Typical exams may consist of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer questions. Test material will cover information from the assigned text book(s) and lecture. Make-up exams will be in essay format and offered only for an excused absence with documentation. 

Excused absences will be granted for verified illnesses, family emergencies, and University-sanctioned functions.  Occasions such as attending a wedding or having to work are not considered excused absences.  Excused absences can be obtained by contacting me via email prior to the beginning of class.  Prior is defined as before the class actually begins. When I receive your email, I will respond indicating whether or not you were excused from class (pending documentation of course).  You must keep this email (print it out, too) and submit it with any assignments that were due on the day(s) you missed.  You will be deducted late points from any work turned in late without an emailed, excused absence from me.  If you cannot access email at the time of the excused absence, you must contact me via telephone (at the above number) before the beginning of class and leave me a message with time and date. THEN, you must follow up with an email as soon as you can get to a computer.  You are responsible for getting notes and for contacting me to see what you have missed.

Makeups will only be allowed for excused absences.  Any makeup tests will be completed during the first available opportunity to re-schedule the test, but generally will need to be completed within one week of your return to class.  Failure to meet scheduled makeup appointments will result in a zero for that test.  As the instructor, I reserve the right not to accept, or to deduct points from, any late paper or assignments. There are no make-ups for missed quizzes.

Grading
3 quizzes/writing assignments
  10 points each
(30 points total)

3 exams



100 points each           (300 points total)

Attendance/Class Activities

   5 points each            (20 points total)






Total points






 
 350 points

346-350                                  A+

325-345                                  A

315-324                                  A-

304-314                                  B+

290-303                                  B

280-289                                  B-

269-279                                  C+

255-268                                  C

245-254                                  C-

234-244                                  D+

220-233                                  D

210-219                                  D-

209-                                        F
Policy Information
Special Needs: If you have any physical or learning disabilities that you believe may affect your performance in class, please contact me during the first week of the semester, so we can make appropriate arrangements. Information on the Office of Disability Services can be found at:  INSERT RESOURCE HERE.
Academic Misconduct: Cheating will not be tolerated. Your exams, homework assignments, and all other work for this class must be done individually. Copying from another test, allowing someone to copy from your test, bringing in cheat notes to the test, copying other’s writing (either another student’s or author’s work), or other forms of cheating/plagiarism will result in no credit for the exam/assignment, no credit for the course, and recommended academic discipline. INSERT INSTITUTION ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY HERE.
Spring 2015 Course Schedule (Tentative)
	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	WEEK 1
	Chapter 1: Introduction


	Chapter 1: Introduction



	WEEK 2
	Chapter 2: Punishment and Social Structure


	Chapter 2: Punishment and Social Structure



	WEEK 3
	Chapter 3: The Purpose of Punishment and Sentencing Trends
*Article: Deterrence in Criminal Justice
	Chapter 3: The Purpose of Punishment and Sentencing Trends



	WEEK 4
	Chapter 4: Jails
*Article: Jails as Mental Health Facilities
	Chapter 4: Jails



	WEEK 5
	Chapter 5: Probation and Alternatives to Incarceration
	Chapter 5: Probation and Alternatives to Incarceration



	WEEK 6
	Chapter 6: Prisons

*Article: Prison Staff and Work Stress
	Chapter 6: Prisons

Old Penitentiary Tour



	WEEK 7
	Chapter 7: Reentry and Parole


	Chapter 7: Reentry and Parole
Midterm Exam

	WEEK 8
	Chapter 8: Juvenile Corrections

*Article: Judging Our Children
	Chapter 8: Juvenile Corrections



	WEEK 9
	Chapter 9: The Corrections Workforce

*Discuss Stanford Prison Experiment
	Chapter 9: The Corrections Workforce


	WEEK 10
	Chapter 10: Law and Corrections
	Chapter 10: Law and Corrections



	WEEK 11
	Chapter 11: Corrections and the Color Line
	Chapter 11: Corrections and the Color Line



	WEEK 12
	Chapter 12: Women in the Corrections System


	Chapter 12: Women in the Corrections System



	WEEK 13
	Chapter 13: Special Populations
	Chapter 13: Special Populations



	WEEK 14
	Chapter 14: The Death Penalty
*Article: Death Penalty and Wrongful Convictions
	Chapter 14: The Death Penalty

	WEEK 15
	Chapter 15: The Growth of Privatization in Corrections
	Chapter 15: The Growth of Privatization in Corrections

	WEEK 16
	Chapter 16: The Politics and Future of Mass Incarceration
	Chapter 16: The Politics and Future of Mass Incarceration

	WEEK 17
	Finals
	Finals


