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Chapter 1: An Introduction to Crime and the Criminal Justice System

1. The criminal justice system is composed of three components. Does it function more as a system or more as a nonsystem?

2. In 2010, only about 51% of violent crime and 39% of property crimes were reported to the police. What might be some of the reasons for this, for specific types of crimes?

3. What sex and race differences are there when offenders from different backgrounds are processed through the criminal justice system? What factors might explain why they exist and how might the criminal justice system deal with these factors?

4. Discuss the influence of politics and media on the criminal justice system.

5. Crime control and due process are two of the perspectives discussed in this chapter which are in direct contradiction to each other. Which model are you more closely aligned to? Which do you see our society currently favoring?

6. Miscellaneous observations upon reviewing this chapter.

7. Regarding property crimes, the authors note “A consistent finding is that motor vehicle theft is the least common form of property crime . . . ”  Yet when “property crime” is bolded and defined below this paragraph, it says that “the most common forms of property crime include burglary, property theft (aka larceny), and motor vehicle theft.”


