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1. Type “interact” in
the Target Variable box.

2. Create the expression “pot_legal3
*preknow3” in the Numeric Expression box.

3. Click Type
& Label.

4. Type “pot_legal3*preknow3”
in the Label box. Click
Continue. 

Figure 9-3 Computing an Interaction Variable

the value of 0 (as is the case here), you need to make sure that the computation is restricted to cases that have 
nonmissing values on both variables.2 In the Compute Variable window, click the button labeled “If (optional 
case selection condition),” as shown in Figure 9-4. The grayed out Compute Variable: If Cases window appears. 
Select the radio button next to “Include if case satisfies condition.” Doing so wakes up the window. Click in the 
box and type “not missing(pot_legal3) & not missing(preknow3).” Click Continue. Click OK. SPSS creates the 
interaction variable, interact.

Click Analyze  Regression  Linear. Click Reset to clear the panels for our new analysis. Click ftgr_cons 
into the Dependent box. Click pot_legal3, preknow3, and interact into the Independent(s) box, as shown in 
Figure 9-5. Click OK.


