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B. Run Frequencies on income06_3. Refer to your output. Fill in the table that follows:

Income tercile (income06_3)

income06_3 Frequency Valid Percent

1 Low ? ?

2 Middle ? ?

3 High ? ?

Total ? 100.0

By performing the exercises in this chapter, you have added three variables to GSS2012: polview3, muslim_
tol, and income06_3. Be sure to save the dataset.

That concludes the exercises for this chapter.

NOTES

1. Suppose you wanted to collapse ftgr_fedgov into ftgr_fedgov3 using Visual Binning instead of Recode. You would follow 
these steps: (1) Click Transform  Visual Binning and scan ftgr_fedgov. (2) In the Scanned Variable List of the 
continuation window, select ftgr_fedgov. (3) In the Name panel, supply the name “ftgr_fedgov3” and the label “Ratings of 
Fed Govt.” (4) In the Value cells of the Grid panel, type “30” in the topmost cell and “50” in the next lower cell. (SPSS 
automatically supplies the word “HIGH” in the lowest of the three cells.) (5) In the Label cells of the Grid panel, supply 
value labels for each value (“Low” goes with “30,” “Medium” goes with “50,” and “High” goes with “HIGH”). (6) Click OK. 
ftgr_fedgov3 will be created and labeled correctly.

2. The SPSS-supplied numbers in the Value cells of the Grid panel are not the numeric codes that SPSS assigns to the 
categories. The numeric codes are numbered sequentially, beginning with 1. So incgroup3 has numeric codes 1 (“Low”), 2 
(“Middle”), and 3 (“High”).

3. Survey datasets are notorious for reverse-coding. Survey designers do this so that respondents don’t fall into the trap of 
response-set bias, or automatically giving the same response to a series of questions.

4. Recode into Same Variables is an appropriate choice because the original variables are not being replaced or destroyed in 
the process. If the recode goes badly, you can always use the original variables to compute involv_scale again.


