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A flawless recode is a thing of beauty. Scroll to the bottom of the Variable View of the Data Editor and 
perform the usual housekeeping tasks with involv_scale. First, change Decimals to 0. Second, click in the Values 
cell and assign these value labels: 0, “Low”; 1, “Med-low”; 2 “Med-high”; and 3, “High.”

Before proceeding with the exercises, be sure to save the dataset.

EXERCISES

1. (Dataset: GSS2012. Variable: polviews.) GSS2012 contains polviews, which measures political ideology—
the extent to which individuals “think of themselves as liberal or conservative.” Here is how polviews  
is coded:

Value Value label

1 Extremely liberal

2 Liberal

3 Slightly liberal

4 Moderate

5 Slightly conservative

6 Conservative

7 Extremely conservative

A. Run Frequencies on polviews.

The percentage of respondents who are either “extremely liberal,” “liberal,” or “slightly liberal” is (fill in the 
blank) ________________ percent.

The percentage of respondents who are “moderate” is (fill in the blank) ________________ percent.

B. Use polviews and Recode into Different Variables to create a new variable named polview3. Give polview3 
this label: “Ideology: 3 categories.” Collapse the three liberal codes into one category (coded 1 on 
polview3), put the moderates into their own category (coded 2 on polview3), and collapse the three 
conservative codes into one category (coded 3 on polview3). (Don’t forget to recode missing values on 
polviews into missing values on polview3.) Run Frequencies on polview3.

The percentage of respondents who are coded 1 on polview3 is (fill in the blank) _______________ percent.

The percentage of respondents who are coded 2 on polview3 is (fill in the blank) _______________ percent.

Make sure that the two percentages you wrote down in part B match the percentages you recorded in  
part A. The numbers may be slightly different and may still be considered a match. If the two sets of 
numbers match, proceed to part C. If they do not match, you performed the recode incorrectly. Review 
this chapter’s discussion of Recode, and try the recode again.

C. In the Variable View of the Data Editor, change Decimals to 0, and then click in the Values cell and supply 
the appropriate labels: “Liberal” for code 1, “Moderate” for code 2, and “Conservative” for code 3. Run 
Frequencies on polview3. Print the Frequencies output.

2. (Dataset: GSS2012. Variables: mslm_col, mslm_lib, mslm_spk.) GSS2012 contains three variables that gauge 
tolerance toward “anti-American Muslim clergymen”—whether they should be allowed to teach in college 
(mslm_col), whether their books should be removed from the library (mslm_lib), and whether they should be 
allowed to preach hatred of the United States (mslm_spk). For each variable, a less-tolerant response is coded 
0, and a more-tolerant response is coded 1.

A. Imagine creating an additive index from these three variables. The additive index would have scores that 
range between what two values?

Between a score of ______________ and a score of ______________


