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C.	 Loss aversion is an interesting psychological phenomenon that can shape the choices people make.7 One 
idea behind loss aversion is that losses loom larger than commensurate gains. According to this theory, for 
example, the psychological pain felt from losing $100 is greater than the pleasure felt from gaining $100. 
Applied to retrospective voting, loss aversion might suggest that the “vengeance” impulse is stronger than 
the “reward” impulse—that the anti-incumbent motivation among those who say the economy has 
worsened will be stronger than the pro-incumbent motivation among those who think it has improved.

With this idea in mind, examine the percentages in the table in part A. What do you think? Do the data 
suggest that Key’s rational god of vengeance is stronger than his rational god of reward? Answer yes or no 
and explain your reasoning, making specific reference to the evidence in part A.

	

	

	

	

4.	 (Dataset: NES2012. Variables: libcpre_ptyd, libcpre_ptyr, pid_x.) Partisan polarization can create some 
interesting perceptual distortions. Do partisans tend to view themselves as more moderate than they view the 
opposing party? For example, do Democrats think Republicans are ideologically extreme, yet see themselves 
as more moderate? By the same token, do Republicans view Democrats as liberal “extremists” but perceive 
themselves as purveyors of middle-of-the-road politics? Where do Independents place the Democrats and 
Republicans on the left–right continuum? A Pew survey found this thought-provoking asymmetry: All 
partisans—Democrats, Independents, and Republicans—placed the Republicans at practically the same 
“conservative” position on the liberal–conservative scale. However, the placement of the Democrats varied 
widely: Republicans placed Democrats well toward the “liberal” side, Independents saw Democrats as 
somewhat left-of-center, and Democrats placed themselves squarely at the “moderate” position.8 In this 
exercise, you will see if you can replicate the Pew report’s findings using NES2012.

The NES2012 variable, libcpre_ptyd, measures respondents’ perceptions of the ideological position of the 
Democratic Party using the standard 7-point scale: 1 (“Extremely liberal”), 2 (“Liberal”), 3 (“Slightly liberal”), 
4 (“Moderate”), 5 (“Slightly conservative”), 6 (“Conservative”), and 7 (“Extremely conservative”). Another 
variable, libcpre_ptyr, asks respondents to place the Republican Party along the same 7-point metric. For the 
purposes of this exercise, you will treat these two measures as interval-level variables. Thus, lower mean 
values denote higher perceived liberalism, values around 4 denote perceived moderation, and higher mean 
values denote higher levels of perceived conservatism. Libcpre_ptyd and libcpre_ptyr are the dependent 
variables. Our old reliable, pid_x, is the independent variable. If the Pew results are correct, you should find 
that all partisan groups, from Strong Democrats to Strong Republicans, share very similar “conservative” 
perceptions of the Republican Party—but they hold very different perceptions of the Democratic Party.

A.	 Run two mean comparison analyses, one for the libcpre_ptyd-pid_x relationship, and one for the libcpre_
ptyr-pid_x relationship. Fill in the means in the following table:

Party identification
Ideological placement 
of Democrats: Mean

Ideological placement 
of Republicans: Mean

Strong Democrat ? ?

Weak Democrat ? ?

Independent-Democrat ? ?

Independent ? ?

Independent-Republican ? ?

Weak Republican ? ?

Strong Republican ? ?


