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Figure 3-9 Collapsing an Interval-level Variable into Categories

Figure 3-8 Recoding an Interval-level Variable

USING VISUAL BINNING

For nominal and ordinal variables, Recode is fast and easy to use. However, for interval variables, as we have just 
seen, it can be a bit more cumbersome. For collapsing interval variables, SPSS’s more obscure Visual Binning 
procedure provides an attractive alternative to Recode. Visual Binning is as good as Recode for creating variables, 
such as ftgr_fedgov3, for which the researcher has selected theoretically meaningful cutpoints for defining the 


