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the line of analysis we have been pursuing. Does religious attendance affect attitudes toward divorce? Does the 
strength or tendency of the relationship depend on whether people have children?

GSS2012 contains divlaw2, coded 1 for respondents who think that laws should be changed to make 
divorce more difficult and coded 0 for those who think that the laws should be kept the same or make divorce 
easier. Return to the previous Crosstabs window. Click grass back into the Variable list. Find divlaw2 and 
click it into the Row(s) panel. Click OK. An SPSS cross-tabulation control table is perhaps more familiar this 
time around.

To ensure consistency with the analysis of marijuana opinions, we will track the more culturally permissive 
response, “same/easier.” Clearly enough, attendance has an effect on the dependent variable for people without 
children. As the independent variable changes from low to moderate to high, the percentage of respondents who 
think that divorce laws should be the same or easier declines by 14 points: from 69.5 percent of low attenders 
to 55.9 percent of high attenders. So the relationship has a negative tendency or direction, as viewed along the 
“same/easier” row, and a strength equal to 14. Now shift your attention to the divlaw2–attend3 relationship 
among respondents who have kids. Notice that the direction of the relationship is the same. Just as with people 
who do not have children, as attendance increases, the percentage of “same/easier” responses declines. However, 
the drop is much steeper among respondents with kids, from 66.1 percent to 43.3 percent—nearly 23 percentage 
points. Thus, the attendance effect is either weaker (14 points) or stronger (23 points), depending on which value 
of the control variable is in play. This sort of asymmetrical pattern—same tendency, different strengths—is a 


