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1. Click the dependent variable,
ft_hclinton, into Dependent List.
Click the independent variable,
pid_x, into Independent List.

2. Click Options.

3. Click Standard Deviation
back into the Statistics
panel. Click Continue.

Figure 4-2  Means Window (modified)

window (also shown in Figure 4-2) permits you to select desired statistics from the left-hand Statistics panel and click 
them into the right-hand Cell Statistics panel. Alternatively, you can remove statistics from Cell Statistics by clicking 
them back into the left-hand panel. Unless instructed otherwise, SPSS will always report the mean, number of cases, 
and standard deviation of the dependent variable for each category of the independent variable. Because at present 
we are not interested in obtaining the standard deviation, select it with the mouse and click it back into the left-hand 
Statistics panel. Our mean comparison table will report only the mean value of ft_hclinton and the number of cases 
for each category of pid_x. Click Continue, returning to the Means window. Click OK.

Compared with cross-tabulations, mean comparison tables are models of minimalism:

The independent variable, pid_x, defines the leftmost column, which shows all seven categories, from Strong 
Democrat at the top to Strong Republican at the bottom. Beside each category, SPSS has calculated the mean of 
ft_hclinton and reported the number of respondents falling into each value of partisanship. (The bottom row, 
“Total,” gives the mean for the whole sample.)

Among Strong Democrats, the mean Clinton rating is quite warm—about 83 degrees. Do ratings of Clinton 
decrease as attachment to the Democratic Party weakens and identification with the Republican Party strengthens? 
Notice that the mean drops sharply among Weak Democrats (who average about 69 degrees), and remains 
essentially unchanged (although increasing slightly) among Independent-Democratic Leaners (about 72). The 
mean declines through the Independent category, and then (interestingly) gets “sticky” again among Independent-
Republican Leaners and Weak Republicans (44–46 degrees) before ending at a chilly 32 degrees among Strong 
Republicans. Interesting hiccups aside, we can see that, on the whole, the data support the hypothesis. 


