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1. Click Graphs � Legacy
Dialogs � Bar. Click Define.

Figure 4-9  Preparing to Create a Bar Chart

3. Right-click on pid_3, and then
click Variable Information. Democrats
are coded 1 on pid_3.

2. Click incgroup3 into
the Category Axis box.

Now return to the Bars Represent panel. Select the Other statistic radio button, and click pid_3 into the 
Variable box, as shown in Figure 4-10. The designation “MEAN(pid_3)” appears in the Variable box, as shown 
in Figure 4-10. Just as it did in Line Chart, SPSS assumes that we are after the mean of pid_3. This default is fine 
for mean comparisons, but in this case it won’t do. Click the Change Statistic button.4

The Statistic window presents itself (Figure 4-10). The radio button for the default, Mean of values, is 
currently selected. However, we are interested in obtaining the percentage of cases in code 1 (“Democrat”) on 
pid_3. How do we get SPSS to cooperate with this request? Click the radio button at the bottom on the left, the 
one labeled “Percentage inside,” as shown in Figure 4-11. The two boxes, one labeled “Low” and the other labeled 
“High,” go active. Our request is specific and restrictive: We want the percentage of respondents in code 1 only. 
Expressed in terms that SPSS can understand, we want the percentage of cases “inside” a coded value of 1 on the 
low side and a coded value of 1 on the high side. Click the cursor in the Low box and type a “1.” Click the cursor 
in the High box and type a “1.” The Statistic window should now look like Figure 4-11. Click Continue, returning 
to the Define Simple Bar window. The Define Simple Bar window should now look like Figure 4-12. Click OK.

Our special instructions have paid off. SPSS displays a bar chart of the relationship between income and 
party identification (Figure 4-13). The category axis is labeled nicely, and the heights of the bars clearly depict 
this pattern: As incomes increase from low to high, the percentage of Democrats declines. At least we know 
what the bars represent, because we did the analysis. An interested observer, however, might do a double-take 


