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Figure 1-2 SPSS Data Editor: Variable View

(up to 256 characters are allowed), for each variable name. For example, when SPSS analyzes the variable mobile16, 
it will look in the Variable View for a label. If it finds one, then it will label the results of its analysis by using Label 
instead of Name. So mobile16 shows up as “Geographic Mobility Since Age 16”—a bit more descriptive than 
“mobile16.” Just as Label permits a wordier description for Name, Values attaches word labels to the numeric value 
codes. To find out the value labels for mobile16, click the mouse anywhere in the Values cell and then click the 
gray button that appears. A Value Labels window opens, revealing the labels that SPSS will attach to the numeric 
codes of mobile16 (Figure 1-3). Unless you instruct it to do otherwise, SPSS will apply these labels to its analysis of 
mobile16. (Click the Cancel button in the Value Labels window to return to the Variable View.)

Finally, a word about Missing. Sometimes a dataset does not have complete information for some variables 
on a number of cases. In coding the data, researchers typically give a special numeric code to these missing 
values. In coding mobile16, for example, the GSS coders entered a value of 0, 8, or 9 for respondents who were 
not asked the question (“IAP”), did not know (“DK”), or for whom the information is otherwise not available 
(“NA”). Because these numeric codes have been set to missing (and thus appear in the Missing column), SPSS 
does not recognize them as valid codes and will not include them in an analysis of mobile16. In many cases, the 
author has set most missing values in the datasets to system-missing, which SPSS automatically removes from the 
analysis. However, when you use an existing variable to create a new variable, SPSS may not automatically 
transfer missing values on the existing variable to missing values on the new variable. Later in this volume, we 
discuss how to handle such situations.

A MUST-DO: SETTING OPTIONS FOR VARIABLE LISTS

Now you have a feel for the number-oriented side and the word-oriented side of SPSS. Before looking at how 
SPSS produces and handles output, you must do one more thing. To ensure that all the examples in this 
workbook correspond to what you see on your screen, you will need to follow the steps given in this section 
when you open each dataset for the first time.


