
44  Chapter  3

1. Click in the
Decimals cell and
change to “0.”

2. Click in the Values
cell and then click on
the button.

3. Type “0” in the
Value box, type
“No” in the Label
box, and click Add.
Type “1” in the
Value box, type
“Yes” in the Label
box, and click Add.
Click OK.

Figure 3-6  Assigning Value Labels to a Recoded Variable

A final Frequencies run will confirm that the labeling worked as planned:

You have just invested your time in recoding an original variable into a new variable and, in the process, 
made NES2012 better and more usable. Before going on to the next example, make sure you save the dataset.

Recoding an Interval-level Variable
Collapsing the values of a categorical variable, as you have just done, is perhaps the most common use of the 
Recode transformation feature. The original variable may be nominal level, such as dem_marital. Or it may be 
ordinal level. For example, it might make sense to collapse four response categories such as “strongly agree,” 
“agree,” “disagree,” and “strongly disagree” into two, “agree” and “disagree.” At other times the original variable 
is interval level, such as age or income. In such cases you could use Recode to create a new variable having, say, 
three or four ordinal-level categories. Let’s pursue this route.


