
4  Getting Started

As you work your way through this book, you will modify these datasets—recoding some variables, 
computing new variables, and otherwise tailoring the datasets to suit your purposes. You will need to make 
personal copies of the datasets and store them on a removable drive, such as a USB flash drive.

When you begin each chapter’s guided examples, or when you do the exercises, you will want to insert your 
personal media into the appropriate computer drive. SPSS will read the data from the drive. (Chapter 1 covers 
this operation in detail.) If you make any changes to a dataset, you can save the newly modified dataset directly 
to your drive. Alternatively, your computer lab’s administrator may permit you to work on datasets that have 
been copied to the lab computer’s desktop or to a folder designated for such a purpose. In any case, if you have 
modified a dataset during a data analysis session, it is important that you copy the dataset to your personal drive 
and take the datasets with you. 

SPSS FULL VERSION AND STUDENT VERSION: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?

Campus computer labs run Full Version SPSS. Your institution may offer Full Version SPSS as an app, or you 
may have rented it. Alternatively, along with this workbook, you may have purchased Student Version SPSS. 
After you install Student Version, you can run SPSS from your PC or laptop.

Figure I-3  Student Version Datasets


