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NES2012 contains the variable ftgr_fedgov, which measures respondents’ attitudes toward “the federal 
government in Washington.” Ftgr_fedgov is one of the many “feeling thermometer” scales used by the American 
National Election Studies to record respondents’ ratings of groups, political personalities, and other political 
objects. Scale scores can range from 0 (cold or negative feelings) to 100 (warm or positive feelings). Consider the 
frequency output for ftgr_fedgov (Figure 3-7).

Suppose we want to use ftgr_fedgov to create a new variable, ftgr_fedgov3, by classifying respondents into 
three ordinal categories—those who rated the federal government at 30 degrees or lower, those giving ratings 
of 31 through 50, and those who rated the government at 51 or higher. The two cumulative percentage markers 
(which are circled in Figure 3-7) will help us verify that we performed the recode correctly: 33.8 percent will fall 
into the first category, and 70.2 percent will fall into the first and second categories of the transformed variable.

Click Transform  Recode into Different Variables. Click Reset to clear the panels. Click ftgr_fedgov into 
the Input Variable  Output Variable box. Type “ftgr_fedgov3” in the Name box. Type “Ratings of Fed Govt” 
in the Label box and click Change (Figure 3-8). Click Old and New Values. First create the lowest category for 
ftgr_fedgov3. In the Old Value panel, select the radio button next to “Range, LOWEST through value”; doing 
so activates the box. Type “30” in the box. In the New Value panel, type “1” in the Value box and click Add. 
SPSS translates the instruction as “Lowest thru 30  1,” lumping all respondents between the lowest value of 
ftgr_fedgov (a value equal to 0) and a value of 30 on ftgr_fedgov into code 1 of the new variable, ftgr_fedgov3. 
In the Old Value panel, select the “Range” button and type “31” in the upper box and “50” in the lower box. 
Type “2” in the Value box in the New Value panel and click Add. That’s the middle category, now coded 2 on 
ftgr_fedgov3. In the Old Value panel, select the radio button next to “Range, value through HIGHEST” and type 
“51” in the box. Type “3” in the Value box in the New Value panel and click Add. That puts the highest values 
of ftgr_fedgov into code 3 on ftgr_fedgov3. Complete the recode by clicking the System- or user-missing button 
in the Old Value panel and the System-missing button in the New Value panel. Click Add. The Recode into 
Different Variables: Old and New Values window should now look like Figure 3-9. Click Continue. Click OK. 
Check your work by running Frequencies on ftgr_fedgov3 and examining the output:

The cumulative percent markers, 33.8 percent and 70.2 percent, are just where they are supposed to be. 
Ftgr_fedgov3 checks out. Before proceeding, scroll to the bottom of the Variable View in the Data Editor 
and make two changes to ftgr_fedgov3. First, change Decimals to 0. Second, click in the Values cell and label 
ftgr_fedgov3’s values with the following labels: 1, “Low”; 2, “Medium”; and 3, “High.” Run Frequencies on ftgr_
fedgov3 one more time, just to make sure:


