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This is a nice-looking three-category ordinal. Save the dataset, and let’s move to the next topic.

USING COMPUTE

Although SPSS permits the creation of new variables through a dizzying variety of complex transformations, the 
typical use of Compute is pretty straightforward. By and large, Compute is typically used to create a simple 
additive index from similarly coded variables. Consider a simple illustration. Suppose you have three variables, 
each of which measures whether or not a respondent engaged in each of the following activities during an 
election campaign: tried to convince somebody how to vote, put a campaign bumper sticker on his or her car, or 
gave money to one of the candidates or parties. Each variable is coded identically: 0 if the respondent did not 
engage in the activity and 1 if he or she did. Now, each of these variables is interesting in its own right, but you 
might want to add them together, creating an overall measure of campaigning: People who did not engage in any 
of these activities would end up with a value of 0 on the new variable; those who engaged in one activity, a code 
of 1; two activities, a code of 2; and all three activities, a code of 3.

Here are some suggested guidelines to follow in using Compute to create a simple additive index. First, 
before running Compute, make sure that each of the variables is coded identically. In the preceding illustration, 
if the “bumper sticker” variable were coded 1 for no and 2 for yes, and the other variables were coded 0 and 1, 
the resulting additive index would be incorrect. Second, make sure that the variables are all coded in the same 
direction. If the “contribute money” variable were coded 0 for yes and 1 for no, and the other variables were 
coded 0 for no and 1 for yes, the additive index would again be incorrect.3 Third, after running Compute, obtain 
a frequency distribution of the newly created variable. Upon examining the frequency distribution, you may 
decide to use Recode to collapse the new variable into more useful categories. 

These points are best understood firsthand. The 2012 National Election Study asked respondents whether they 
had engaged in each of the following activities in the past four years: contacted a member of congress (NES2012 
variable, involv_contact), sent a political message on Facebook or Twitter (involv_message), given money to a 
political organization (involv_org), or signed an Internet petition (involv_petition). For each of these variables, a 

2. Click OK. 1. Click in the Label cell next to
11.0 and type “Low”. Click in the
Label cell next to 19.0 and type
“Middle”.  Click in the Label cell
next to HIGH and type “High”. 

Figure 3-13  Labeling Values of a Collapsed Variable in the Visual Binning Continuation Window


