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(code 4), separated (code 5), and never married (code 6). Suppose we want to create a new variable that collapses 
respondents into two categories: married (codes 1 and 2) or not married (codes 3 through 6). SPSS Recode will 
accomplish this goal. Following the first rule of data transformations, we will run Frequencies on dem_marital, 
which will tell us what the new, collapsed variable should look like. A Frequencies analysis dem_marital 
produced the following result:

According to the Cumulative Percent column, 57.0 percent of the sample falls into the two married codes 
of dem_marital. This of course means that the rest of the sample, 43.0 percent, must fall into the other four 
values of dem_marital. The two numbers, 57.0 and 43.0, will help us verify that we performed the recode 
correctly. 

On the main menu bar, click Transform and consider the array of choices (Figure 3-1). Notice that SPSS 
presents two recoding options: Recode into Same Variables and Recode into Different Variables. When you 

recode a variable into the same variable, SPSS replaces 
the original codes with the new codes. The original 
information is lost. When you recode a variable into a 
different variable, SPSS uses the original codes to create a 
new variable. The original variable is retained. In some 
situations (discussed later) you will want to pick Recode 
into Same Variables. Most of the time, however, you 
should use the second option, Recode into Different 
Variables.

Click Recode into Different Variables. The Recode 
into Different Variables window opens (Figure 3-2). 
Scroll down the left-hand variable list and find dem_
marital. Click dem_marital into the Input Variable  
Output Variable box. SPSS puts dem_marital into the 
box, with this designation: “dem_marital?” This is 
SPSS-speak for “What do you want to name the new 
variable you are creating from dem_marital?” Click in 
the Name box and type “married” (without quotation 
marks). Let’s take this opportunity to give the new 
variable, married, a descriptive label. Click in the Label 
box and type “Is R married?” Click the Change button. 
The Recode into Different Variables window should now 
look like Figure 3-3.

Click Old and New Values. The Recode into 
Different Variables: Old and New Values window  

Figure 3-1  Transform Drop-down Menu


