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categories of the new variable. And it is superior to Recode for situations in which you want to quickly collapse an 
interval-level variable into a handful of values, each containing roughly equal numbers of cases. Let’s work 
through a guided example using NES2012’s incgroup_prepost, a measure of each respondent’s income. You will 
use Visual Binning to create a three-category ordinal, incgroup3. Incgroup3 will break incgroup_prepost into 
thirds or terciles: the lowest tercile (“Low”), the middle tercile (“Middle”), and the highest tercile (“High”).

Collapsing an Interval-level Variable with Visual Binning
An obligatory Frequencies run on incgroup_prepost produces the following output:

If you were using Recode to collapse this variable into three equally sized groups, you could create the “Low” 
group by collapsing codes 1 through 11 (cumulative percent, 37.1), the “Middle” group by combining codes 12 
through 19 (cumulative percent, 68.6), and the “High” group by collapsing codes 20 through 28. That’s a fair 
amount of Recode drudgery. Visual Binning will accomplish the same task with fewer clicks and less typing.

Click Transform  Visual Binning, opening the Visual Binning window. Scroll the variable list, find 
incgroup_prepost, and click it into the Variables to Bin panel, as shown in Figure 3-10. Click Continue. To 
light up the panels, click on incgroup_prepost in the Scanned Variable List (Figure 3-11). There are three 


