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“No, have not done this” response is coded 0 and a “Yes, have done this” response is coded 1. We are going to add 
these variables together, using the expression, “involv_contact + involv_message + involv_org + involv_petition.” 
Think about this expression for a moment. Perhaps a respondent shuns political activism and has not engaged in any 
of the activities. What would be his or her score on an additive index? It would be 0 + 0 + 0 + 0 = 0. Another, 
involvement-oriented respondent might have participated in all four activities. For that respondent, 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 = 4. 
Thus we know from the get-go that the values of the new variable will range from 0 to 4.

Let’s get SPSS to compute a new variable, which we will name involv_scale, by summing the codes of 
involv_contact, involv_petition, involv_org, and involv_message. Click Transform  Compute, invoking the 
Compute Variable window (Figure 3-14). A box labeled “Target Variable” is in the window’s upper left-hand 
corner. This is where we name the new variable. Click in the Target Variable box and type “involv_scale” (as 
shown in Figure 3-15). The large box on the right side of the window, labeled “Numeric Expression,” is where 
we tell SPSS which variables to use and how to combine them. Scroll down the left-hand variable list until you 
find involv_contact. Click involv_contact into the Numeric Expression box. Using the keyboard (or the 
calculator pad beneath the Numeric Expression box), type or click a plus sign (+) to the right of involv_
contact. Returning to the variable list, click involv_message into the Numeric Expression box. Repeat this 
process for the remaining variables, until the Numeric Expression box reads, “involv_contact + involv_
message + involv_org + involv_petition” (see Figure 3-15). Before we create involv_scale, let’s give it a 
descriptive label. Click the Type & Label button, which opens the Compute Variable: Type and Label window, 
as shown in Figure 3-15. Type “Pol involvement scale” in the Label box and click Continue. You are ready to 
run the compute. Click OK. SPSS does its work. What does the new variable, involv_scale, look like? To find 
out, run Frequencies on involv_scale:

Political activism has an asymmetric quality: heavily populated at lower levels, and thinly populated at 
higher levels. Half of the sample (50.9 percent) did not engage in any of the activities, and about a quarter (23.7 
percent) engaged in one. Although a fair number of respondents (14.2 percent) reported two activities, only a bit 
more than 10 percent engaged in three or four. Let’s collapse this variable into a four-category ordinal. We will 
keep codes 0 through 2 as they are, but we will combine codes 3 and 4 into one category.

This is a situation in which Recode into Same Variables is appropriate.4 Click Transform  Recode into 
Same Variables. In the Recode into Same Variables window, click involv_scale into the Numeric Variables box, 
as shown in Figure 3-16. Click Old and New Values. Follow this recoding protocol:

Old value New value

0 0

1 1

2 2

Range 3 through 4 3

System- or user-missing System-missing


