
208 Chapter 10

Write a sentence, explaining how you know: 

 

 

 

 

3. (Dataset: NES2012. Variables: Obama_vote, pid_x, pres_econ.) When it comes to shaping vote choice in U.S. 
elections, party identification is preeminent—a powerful heuristic for deciding which candidate to support. 
Yet one can imagine circumstances in which the pull of party might be weaker. Retrospective evaluations, the 
approval or disapproval of an incumbent’s performance, might work to alter the effect of partisanship. 
Consider two Democrats, one who thinks President Obama has done a good job of handling the economy, 
and another who thinks he’s done a poor job. Would the poor-job Democrat be less likely than the good-job 
Democrat to vote for Obama? If so, how much less likely? And what about Independents, voters who lack 
partisan identifications. Do retrospective assessments have the largest impact among these voters? More 
generally, is the relationship between party identification and vote choice different for those with negative 
retrospective opinions than for those with positive retrospective opinions? The following NES2012 variables 
will help you answer these questions. 

Variable Definition Coding

Obama_vote Vote choice in 2012 0 = Romney vote; 1 = Obama vote

pid_x Party identification 1 = Strong Democrat

2 = Weak Democrat

3 = Independent Democrat

4 = Independent

5 = Independent Republican

6 = Weak Republican

7 = Strong Republican

pres_econ Approval of Obama’s 
handling of economy

0 = Disapprove

1 = Approve

Run the appropriate logistic regression model to estimate the effects of pid_x and pres_econ on Obama_vote. 

A. Consider the odds ratio (Exp(b)) on pres_econ. Controlling for party identification, when you compare an 
approver with a disapprover, the approver was about how many times more likely to have voted for Obama than 
the disapprover?

About _________________________ times more likely.

Before proceeding, compute two new variables, pid_app and pid_disapp. Pid_app will calculate estimated 
probabilities of an Obama vote for each value of party identification, among approvers (for whom pres_ 
econ =1). Pid_disapp will calculate estimated probabilities of an Obama vote for each value of party 
identification, among disapprovers (for whom pres_econ = 0). 

B. Run a Compare Means analysis, using pid_x as the independent variable and pid_app and pid_disapp as 
independent variables. In Options, request means only (click Number of Cases and Standard Deviation back 
into the Statistics list). Print the mean comparison table.

C. Compare the predicted probabilities in the pid_app column with the predicted probabilities in the pid_disapp 
column at each value of pid_x. Among which party identification group—Strong Democrats, Weak Democrats, 
Independent Democrats, Independents, Independent Republicans, Weak Republicans, or Strong Republicans—
does presidential approval have its largest impact on the probability of an Obama vote? 


