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E. Obtain a line chart of the relationship. Remember to put the independent variable, pid_x, on the Category 
Axis and the dependent variable, inspre_self, in the Variable box of the Line Represents panel. Print the 
line chart.

2. (Dataset: NES2012. Variables: gay_marry, relig_import, gender, libcon3.) Should same-sex couples be 
legally permitted to marry? This controversial issue has gained center stage in American politics. One can 
imagine several characteristics that divide people on this issue. People for whom religious beliefs are more 
important might be less likely to approve same-sex marriage than will those for whom religion is less 
important. Men may be less likely than women to approve. Or conservatives might be less open to the idea 
than are liberals.

Dataset NES2012 contains gay_marry, which is coded 0 (no, do not approve of same-sex marriage) 
and 1 (yes, approve). This is the dependent variable that you will use to test each of the following 
hypotheses:

Hypothesis 1: In a comparison of individuals, people who place less importance on religion will be more 
likely to favor same-sex marriage than will people who place more importance on religion. (The independent 
variable is relig_import.)

Hypothesis 2: In a comparison of individuals, women are more likely than men to favor same-sex 
marriage. (The independent variable is gender.)

Hypothesis 3: In a comparison of individuals, liberals are more likely than conservatives to favor same-sex 
marriage. (The independent variable is libcon3.)

When using SPSS to obtain a series of cross-tabulations having the same dependent variable but different 
independent variables, only one Crosstabs run is required. In the Crosstabs window, click gay_marry into the 
Row(s) panel. Click gender, libcon3, and relig_import into the Column(s) panel. (Make sure to request 
column percentages in the Crosstabs Cell Display.) Run the analysis. In the following spaces, record the 
percentages who say “Yes” when asked about same-sex marriage:

Importance of religion

Important Not important

Percentage “Yes” ? ?

Gender

Male Female

Percentage “Yes” ? ?

Ideology

Liberal Moderate Conservative

Percentage “Yes” ? ? ?

B. These findings (circle one)

support Hypothesis 1.      do not support Hypothesis 1.

Explain your reasoning, making specific reference to the percentages in part A. 

 

 

 

 

C. These findings: (circle one)

support Hypothesis 2.      do not support Hypothesis 2.


