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Marital status Old value (dem_marital) New value (married)

Married: spouse present 1 1

Married: spouse absent 2 1

Widowed 3 0

Divorced 4 0

Separated 5 0

Never married 6 0

Missing Missing

values on dem_marital also have missing values on married. So we need to instruct SPSS to follow this 
recoding protocol:

Figure 3-4  Recode into Different Variables: Old and New Values Window (default)

By default, SPSS assumes that we want to recode each old value into each new value, one at a time. For 
example, we could recode dem_marital’s old value 1 into married’s new value 1, dem_marital’s old value 2 into 
married’s new value 1, and so on. But notice that, in the currently grayed-out area of the Old Value panel, SPSS 
will permit us to specify a range of old values to be recoded into a single new value. So that you can become 
comfortable with both approaches, we will use the default to collapse the married codes (dem_marital’s codes 1 
and 2) and the range option to collapse the unmarried codes (dem_marital’s codes 3 through 6). 

In the Old Value, click the cursor in the box next to “Value,” and type “1.” Move the cursor directly across 
to the right-hand, New Value panel and type “1” in the Value box. Click the Add button. In the Old  New box, 
SPSS records your instruction with “1  1,” meaning “All respondents coded 1 on dem_marital will be coded 
1 on married.” Now return to the left-hand, Old Value panel and type “2” in the Value box. Again move to the 
right-hand, New Value panel and type “1” in the Value box. Click Add. SPSS responds, “2  1,” meaning “All 
respondents coded 2 on dem_marital will be coded 1 on married.” Now for the range option. In the Old Value 
panel, select the uppermost Range button, the one simply labeled “Range.” The two boxes beneath “Range” 
are activated. In the upper Range box, type “3.” In the lower Range box, type “6.” Move the cursor to the New 
Value panel and type “0” in the Value box. Click Add. SPSS responds, “3 thru 6  0,” letting you know that 
all respondents coded 3, 4, 5, or 6 on dem_marital will be coded 0 on married. One last loose end: In the Old 


