Miller, Foundations of Psychological Testing 5e

Instructor Resource

Chapter 5 Exercises

Exercise 1
The Mini Mental State Examination (MMSE) is a commonly used test for diagnosing memory impairment in adults.  This test is sometimes used in clinical settings as a part of the process for diagnosing dementia.  A person’s cognitive status is determined by comparing his or her raw score with the descriptive statistics of a norm group of test takers of similar ages and educational levels.  
1. Go to the following link to access the MMSE Normative Data.
2. Imagine that you had administered the MMSE to five individuals. The age, educational level, and raw score of each individual is listed below. 
3. Use the Normative Data on the MMSE to determine if each individual scored lower than, the same as, or higher than the norm group. 
4. To do this compare each individual’s raw score with the average score of individual’s who are the same age and have similar educational levels. 
5. Document the implications of your findings.
	Individual
	Age
	Education
	MMSE Raw Score
	Norm Group Comparison
	Implications

	
	
	
	
	Lower
	Same
	Higher
	

	1
	43
	High School
	24
	
	
	
	

	2
	81
	8th grade
	27
	
	
	
	

	3
	27
	College
	29
	
	
	
	

	4
	69
	4th grade
	22
	
	
	
	

	5
	39
	College
	28
	
	
	
	


Exercise 2
The United States Census Bureau collects data about the American people and their economy.
1. Go to the following website, http://www.census.gov/  and access the results of one survey.
2. Try and find answers the following questions:
a. What is of level of measurement of the survey?

b. How are the results reported?

c. What techniques from Chapter 5 are used to summarize the results?
d. Are raw scores converted into more meaningful units? If so, how?

e. Are there norms to help interpret the results? Explain.
Exercise 3
1. Access the URLs below and review the content on Descriptive Statistics.

· http://www.ecs.org/html/educationissues/research/primer/understandingtutorial.asp#sub2
· http://www.csus.edu/indiv/b/brocks/Courses/EDS%20245/Handouts/Week%2010/Descrptive%20Statistics%20and%20the%20Normal%20Curve.pdf
2. Find three other websites with valuable information on descriptive statistics.

3. Review the Descriptive Statistics section in Chapter 5.

4. Document five most significant learnings about how test users use descriptive statistics to interpret test scores.

5. Document 3-5 questions you have about descriptive statistics and their applicability to interpreting test scores. 

