



Chapter 12 – Short Answer

7. What are the possible mental models for the statement “Some cars are Fords”?
There are four mental models consistent with this statement (see Figure 12.6).  It could be that the set of cars and Ford overlap such that there is at least one automobile that is both a Ford and a car.  It could be that all cars are Fords, but there are some Fords that aren’t cars.  It could be that all Fords are cars, but there are some cars that aren’t Fords. Finally, it could be that every Ford is a car and every car is a Ford.

8. When considering whether two events are related to one another causally, what factors should you consider?
To be causal, the two events must have some co-occurrence.  But we should also consider how often things don’t occur.  The causal event must precede the caused event. Additionally, there also needs to me some possible mechanism that connects the two events together.

9. Explain the elimination-by-aspects strategy for making decisions.
Making decisions one factor at a time, starting with what is considered to be the “most important,” eliminating choices that don’t meet the criteria.  As you move down your list of factors, crossing choices off as you go, eventually you may have only one choice remaining. 

10. Using stereotypes to make decisions about people is likely to involve the use of what heuristic?
The representativeness bias.
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