



Chapter 9 – Short Answer

1. Enter the letter for the correct definition next to the terms below. 
(a) the smallest unit of language that has meaning 
(b) perceiving a continuous stimulus as discrete categories 
(c) a representation of what a text is about 
(d) chunks of syntactic representations 
(e) the sound representations that make up human languages 
(f) building the grammatical structure of a sentence 
(g) the characteristic that words have meaning 
(h) the collection of word representations in our long-term memory 
_d_ Constituent 
_b_ Categorical perception 
_h_ Mental lexicon 
_a_ Morpheme 
[bookmark: _GoBack]_e_ Phoneme 
_g_ Semanticity 
_c_ Situational model 
_f_ Syntactic parsing

2. What does it mean that language is hierarchically structured?
It means that there is an organization that consists of smaller parts that are constructed into larger parts.  For example, phonemes make up morphemes, morphemes make up words, words make up phrases and clauses, phrases and clauses make up sentences.

3. What are the phoneme restoration and word superiority effects? What process do they illustrate?
The phoneme restoration effect is the finding that if a sound (phoneme) is absent from a word, that we may perceive the missing sound when we listen to the word in context. The word superiority effect is the finding that letters are more quickly and accurately recognized if they are in the context of a word compared to non-word contexts. Both of these effects are demonstrations of the effects of top-down information on the perception of language.

4. What is the syntax-first approach to parsing?
The syntax-first approach to parsing is an argument that the syntactic structure of a sentence should be based on syntactic information before other kinds of information (e.g., semantic or pragmatic).

5. What is an inference? How is it used to help with language comprehension?
Inferences are pieces of knowledge about a situation that are not explicitly present, but are instead generated from either logical reasoning or past experience.  There are many different kinds of inferences used in language comprehension to fill in gaps and draw connections between different elements.

6. What is the “paradox” in language production?
In contrast to language comprehension, a language producer has complete control of the content of an utterance.  The producer knows what they wish to say, what words to use, what order to put them in, etc.  The paradox comes from the fact that, despite having this level of control, patterns of errors in language production typically result in disruptions of meaning to maintain correct form of utterances.
