



Chapter 8 – Short Answer

7. Explain the difference between spatial and propositional representations.
Spatial representations are based on mental images and are processed in similar ways as the objects or scenes are perceived. For example, if we see a map, we may move our eyes to scan it.  A spatial representation of that map may involve moving our attention to scan a mental image of the map.  Propositional representations are based on abstract representations of the objects or scenes.  Something like a map may consist of representations of the places, features, and relationships between elements (e.g., cities, roads, forests, which roads connect which cities, how long the roads are, etc.).

[bookmark: _GoBack]8. How have studies of brain activity helped support the spatial representation view of imagery?
Similar areas of visual cortex appear to be involved during imaging tasks and perceptual tasks.

9. Provide some examples of the bizarreness effect from your life.
Answers will vary.  For example, I can remember many of the details of a funny commercial shown during the Superbowl, but can’t remember what I was eating while watching the game.

10. When finding a place you have never been, do you rely more on scenographic or abstract images? Provide some examples that illustrate this.
Answers will vary. For example, if driving long distances through the countryside, I prefer using map overview instructions (abstract), but when driving in an unfamiliar city, I prefer directions based on landmarks (scenographic)

11. Explain how motor imagery is different from other forms of imagery discussed in this chapter. Provide an example of motor imagery from your life. 
Motor imagery involves representations or simulations of kinesthetic movement.  It is similar to the experience of mentally scanning an image of an object (when the object isn’t actually present).  For example, recently I wanted to move a couch to an upstairs room.  Before picking up the couch and carrying it, I imagined myself going up the stairs, carrying one end of the couch, trying to figure out how to navigate it around the two corner turns and the low ceiling between the floors.  After doing the mental simulation, I concluded that I could probably do it, and then we physically moved the couch. 

