



Chapter 7 – Short Answer

9. Explain why memory is described as reconstructive.
We encode and store pieces of our experiences (e.g., sights, sounds, scents) and try to reassemble the pieces at retrieval.  

10. How do we know that amnesics like H. M. can store new memories?
While amnesics like H.M. are unable to recall explicit memories of particular episodes, they do show relatively intact implicit memory functioning.  For example, they are able to show improvement on skills tasks (e.g., playing a video game). 

11. Describe the two types of neuron function disruptions that occur in Alzheimer’s disease.
The development of plaques (bundles of protein) in the spaces between neurons disrupts neural communication, resulting in dementia. Tangles are protein fibers that develop in a neuron’s nucleus interfering with intracellular functioning. Cognitive functioning decreases as functioning neurons decrease. 

12. How has research in eyewitness memory changed police procedures in some departments?
Police departments may use double-blind suspect lineups, in which the administrator of the lineup does not know the identity of the suspect to avoid potentially biasing the witness.  Additionally, lineups are composed of similar-looking individuals and are often presented one-at-a-time instead of all at once.  

13. Describe a situation where you (or someone you imagine) experienced the memory “sin” of bias.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Answers will vary.  For example, suppose that you are a football coach.  Your team has the ball on the 1-yard line with just under 30 seconds left in the game.  Your team is down by four points.  You decide to pass rather than run the ball on the next play. Think about how your memory of your decision processes may change as a function of the result of the play, i.e. if the passing play results in a touchdown (and your team wins the game) versus if the passing play results in an interception (and your team losses the game).


