Instructor Resource

Cox, Allen, Hanser, and Conrad, Juvenile Justice, 9th edition

SAGE Publishing, 2018

Syllabus for a 15-week course

Juvenile Justice
Course Overview:

This course provides students a general introduction to the study of juvenile justice. The course begins with an overview of the nature and extent of delinquency including crime causation. Further, the course focuses on criminological theories that attempt to provide an explanation relevant to juvenile criminal involvement. Finally, the course will focus on the prevention and social control of delinquency as it pertains to law enforcement, courts, and corrections in the United States and abroad.
Textbook:
Cox, S. M., Allen, J. M., & Hanser, R. D. (2018). Juvenile justice: A guide to theory, policy, and practice (9th ed.). Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publications, Inc. 

Course Requirements:

There are three course requirements: two exams and a research paper. The weight of each assignment is as follows:

Exam 1…………….….40%

Exam 2…………….….40%

Research Paper…..20%

Total:
    
   100%
Course Grades:
Course grades are assigned as follows:

A………..90–100%

B………..80–89%

C………..70–79%

D……….60–69%

F………..59% or less

Exams:

There are a total of two examinations in this course. The first will be assigned during a mid-point during this course. The first exam will be based on Weeks 1–7. The final exam will not be cumulative in nature and will be based on Weeks 8–15. Each exam will be made up of 50 multiple choice and true and false questions. The final exam will not be cumulative in nature.

Paper:

A research paper is required in this course. The paper length is 20 pages (not including cover and reference pages). Any topic associated with the juvenile justice system will be acceptable, but students are encouraged to clear the topic with the instructor beforehand. The papers are to follow APA guidelines and must be doubled spaced with a 12 point font. All papers must be typed and submitted to the instructor by the designated deadline. No late papers will be accepted.

Course Reading Schedule:

Week 1…………………………………………………Chapter 1
Week 2………………………………………………….Chapter 2
Week 3………………………………………………….Chapter 3
Week 4………………………………………………….Chapter 4
Week 5…………………………………………………..Chapter 5
Week 6……………………………………………………Chapter 6
Week 7……………………………………………………Chapter 7





          Exam 1
Week 8…………………………………………………..Chapter 8
Week 9…………………………………………………..Chapter 9
Week 10………………………………………………...Chapter 10
Week 11…………………………………………………Chapter 11
Week 12…………………………………………………Chapter 12
Week 13…………………………………………………Chapter 13
Research Paper Due
Week 14…………………………………………………Chapter 14
Week 15…………………………………………………Review and Exam 2
Weekly Lessons 
Week 1

Chapter 1. Juvenile Justice in Historical Perspective

Video Link: Inside Look at a Juvenile Justice Facility 

Inderbitzin, M. (2006). Lessons from a juvenile training school: Survival and growth. Journal of Adolescent Research, 21(1), 7–26.
Week 2

Chapter 2. Defining and Measuring Offenses by and Against Juveniles


Video Link: Youth Crime Rate Nearing Adult Crime Rate
Hay, C., & Evans, M. M. (February 2006). Has Roe v. Wade reduced U.S. crime rates? Examining the link between mothers’ pregnancy intentions and children’s later involvement in law-violating behavior, Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 43(1), 36–66.
Week 3 
Chapter 3. Characteristics of Juvenile Offenders

Video Link: A Prosecutor’s Vision for a Better Justice System
Goldberg, J. H. (2007). Worldview of high-risk juvenile delinquents: Relationship to decisions to shoot. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 34(6), 846–861.
Week 4

Chapter 4. Theories of Causation



Video Link: Exploring the Mind of a Killer
Hay, C., Fortson, E. N., Hollist, D. R., Altheimer, I., & Schaible, L. M. (2006). Impact of community disadvantage on the relationship between the family and juvenile crime. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 43(4), 326–356.
Week 5

Chapter 5.  Child Abuse and Neglect



Video Link: Sex Offenders
Ryan, J. (2006). Dependent youth in juvenile justice: Do positive peer culture programs work for victims of child maltreatment? Research on Social Work Practice, 16(5), 511–519.
Week 6

Chapter 6. Purpose and Scope of Juvenile Court Acts


Video Link: Young killers who stay in juvenile court take vastly different paths
Shook, J. J. (2005). Contesting childhood in the U.S. Justice System: The transfer of the juvenile to criminal court. Childhood, 12(4), 461–478.
Week 7

Chapter 7. Juvenile Justice Procedures
Video Link: Juvenile on Bail Kills Again
Guevara, L., Herz, D., & Spohn, C. (2006). Gender and juvenile justice decision making: What role does race play? Feminist Criminology, 1(4), 258–282.
Week 8

Chapter 8. Juveniles and the Police



Video Link: Police in Schools: Why Are They There?
Parker, A. L., & Sarre, R. (2008). Policing young offenders: What role discretion? International Journal of Police Science & Management, 10(4), 474–485.
Week 9

Chapter 9. Key Figures in Juvenile Court Proceedings


Video Link: What to Expect from the Juvenile Court Process 

Gebo, E. (2005). Do family courts administer individualized justice in delinquency cases? Criminal Justice Policy Review, 16, 190–210.
Week 10
Chapter 10. Prevention and Diversion Programs

Video Link: DHS Students Lead by Example



Schram, P. J., & Gaines, L. K. (2005). Examining delinquent non-gang members and delinquent gang members: A comparison of juvenile probationers. Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice, 3(2), 99–115.
Week 11
Chapter 11. Dispositional Alternatives


Video Link: LA County Experiencing Shortage of Foster Parents
Benekos, P. J., & Merlo, A. V. (2005). Juvenile offenders and the death penalty. Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice, 3(4), 316–333.
Week 12
Chapter 12. Violent Juveniles and Gangs

Video Link: Gangs and Juvenile Justice 

Blackburn, H. G., Mullings, J. L., Marquart, J. W., & Trulson, C. R. (2007). The next generation of prisoners: Toward an understanding of violent institutionalized delinquents. Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice, 5, 35–56.
Week 13
Chapter 13. Global Issues in Juvenile Justice

Video Link: Life Inside Japan’s Aging Biker Gangs
Cox, P. (2010). Juvenile justice reform and policy convergence in the New Vietnam. Youth Justice, 10(3), 227–244.
Week 14
Chapter 14. The Future of Juvenile Justice

Video Link: The Neuroscience of Restorative Justice 

Smith, D. J. (2005). The effectiveness of the juvenile justice system. Criminal Justice, 5(2), 181–195.
Week 15
Review and Exam 2
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