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Class Activities

Chapter 1: Juvenile Justice in Historical Perspective
1. Mock court scenario/teamwork activity—Assign the class into groups with between four and six students. Have students find and read In re Gault. Have students work together to do the following:

· decide what law (if any) Gault violated,
· decide what rights Gault should be given if taken to court,
· decide what duty Gault’s parents had to intervene, and
· decide what the appropriate punishment for this offense is.

Give students 15–20 min to discuss. Have one representative from each group report to the class the results of the discussion. Compare each group’s decisions. Explain the end result of Gault and the ramifications on the juvenile justice system.

2. In March 2005, in the case of Roper v. Simmons, the U.S. Supreme Court reversed a 1989 precedent and struck down the death penalty for crimes committed by people under the age of 18. Identify how Roper v. Simmons impacted the juvenile court system and specifically changed case law.
3. Research a current issue in the news that deals with a juvenile delinquency issue. Based upon the article, determine the possible interventions to deter future juvenile delinquency.
4. Assign each student a different jurisdiction to research when that state set up its juvenile justice system. Compare findings and determine which state is more effective in addressing juvenile delinquency.
5. Have each student look up one of the cases in the outline on www.findlaw.com, read it, and write a case brief including the facts of the case, the legal questions involved, what the result was, and what rights it gave or did not give to juveniles.

6. Have students visit one or more of the useful websites to pull information for class discussion.

7. Have students discuss the historical development of the age of responsibility in the United States. Have students talk about what age they think a juvenile should be held responsible for crime. Does it matter what crime they committed? This could also be submitted as an essay.

8. Have students find media articles in their area where they feel the concept of parens patriae was invoked. Do they agree with the court’s intervention in this case? Do they agree with the concept of state intervention at all? What should be the limits on state intervention in the family? This could also be submitted as an essay.

9. The U.S. Supreme Court also determined in Graham v. Florida (2010) that it is unconstitutionally cruel and unusual punishment to lock up teenagers for life without any chance of parole for non-homicidal crimes. The Supreme Court went on to strike down mandatory life sentences without the possibility of parole for juvenile offenders in Miller v. Alabama (2012). Do you believe that the Supreme Court made the right decision?
10. Have students get into groups and discuss at least three major issues facing the juvenile justice system in the United States today and have them come up with ideas on how they think they would be able to address those issues.
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