Class Activities

1. Class exercise: How close is the world to me? (Adapted from: http://www.globaleducation.edu.au/teaching-activity/whats-globalisation-got-to-do-with-me.html.) 

1. Have the students write about and map their connections to the rest of the world based on the music they listen to, using the following questions:

· What’s the origin of the most recent song or piece of music that you listened to? (Identify the nationality of the creator of the music as well as the tradition to which it belongs.)
· What technology do you most commonly use to listen to music?
· Where is the technology made? Where is the company that owns the technology based?
· How have you obtained music – online purchases or physically bought from retail outlets?

Collect class data in relation to this and then make generalizations about any patterns in the data. Do certain countries predominate in terms of musical choices and/or owning or making technology? Which types of technology are most commonly used? Is online or physical shopping more popular?

2. Have students write about and map their connections to the rest of the world based on their clothes and personal items, using the following questions: 

· Check your tags: Where were your clothes made? Where did you buy them? 
· What materials are they made of, and where do you think those materials are from? (The top five cotton producing states are China, India, the United States, Pakistan, and Brazil; the top five polyester producing states are China, India, Taiwan, South Korea, and the United States); and the top five nylon producing states are China, the United States, Taiwan, South Korea, and Japan). 
· What do you usually do with your old clothes? Do you donate them to thrift shops or charities, repurpose them, or throw them away?
· How do you usually buy clothes – online purchases or physically bought from retail outlets? 

Collect class data in relation to this and then make generalizations about any patterns in the data. Do certain countries predominate in terms of clothing production and/or fiber production? What usually happens to old clothes? Is online or physical shopping more popular?

Discuss: What is globalization?

2. Class exercise: Globalization: Up and Downs (Adapted from: http://www.globaleducation.edu.au/teaching-activity/whats-globalisation-got-to-do-with-me.html.) 

Have students read the following scenarios in pairs, decide whether the most significant impact of the scenario (for the student, for Americans, or for the United States) is positive or negative, and justify their selection. 

	Scenario
	Positive
	Negative
	Depends

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	 	 	 	 	 
Scenario A: In your town, one of the main sources of employment has been the automobile factory. The company has recently decided to close the factory and outsource manufacturing to another country where labor is cheaper.

Scenario B: Your friend's garage band has really taken off on YouTube and people from places as distant as Finland and Ghana are downloading it.

Scenario C: You meet someone really nice while you're on vacation in Europe and can now keep in touch via Skype.

Scenario D: You found a Japanese clothing website that has a lot of affordable clothes that you like.

Scenario E: The company that your father works for has recently been taken over by a transnational corporation with job opportunities in many parts of the world if he is prepared to move/relocate.

Scenario F: A representative from World Wildlife Fund invites students to become involved in and advocate to help secure the future of orangutans.

Scenario G: Your mother's retirement fund has been affected by the global financial crisis and she is worried that she won't have enough money when she retires.

Scenario H: Your school offers opportunities to volunteer in poor communities in Africa and Asia. 

Scenario I: The beef you prefer to buy is inexpensive because it is sourced from Australia, where they have a strong cattle farming industry. 

Have the students share their responses with the class. Try to tease out the complexities of each situation to ensure the students understand that globalization affects local communities in complex and interdependent ways.
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