Edwards, The Communication Age – Instructor Resources


Chapter 1

Classroom Activities

Class Activity: “The Times they are a Changing”: Gaining Historical Perspective on Communication Technologies


Ask students to think about and list various technologies and methods that they currently use to communicate with others. Record their responses on the chalkboard or in a PowerPoint Presentation in a column under a heading of "Communicating in the 21st century."

Next, ask students to give examples of communications technologies and methods used until the late 19th century. Record their responses in a column titled "Communicating in the 19th century." 


Review and compare the items in the two columns. Conduct a class discussion using the questions below: (Optional: Students can work in small groups and, afterwards, share their discussion points with the class.)

· What do you notice about the lists? (e.g., The 21st century column may have many more items than the 19th century column) Why do you think this is?
· Select the three most interesting communication tools/methods from these two columns and identify the similarities and differences among them.
· What common goals do the communications technologies serve for people?
· How has communications technology evolved in society? What has changed, e.g., science, speed, technology, materials, uses, etc?
Class Activity: Communication Metaphors
This chapter discusses five different metaphors  of communication:  Communication as Transmission, Communication as Interaction, Communication as Transaction, Communication as Constructivism and Communication as Social Constructionism.  

Divide the class into small groups of three or four.  Ask each group to think about other metaphors or ways of describing communication.  Provide them with the fill-in-the-blank: “Communication is like (a) ________________________ because…”.  Have them come up with four or five different ways of viewing communication and ask them to provide an explanation for why they selected the metaphors.  Finally, ask them to consider how similar or different their metaphors are from the ones discussed in this chapter.

Class Activity: Visually Representing Communication


Have the class form small groups and work together to make a collage illustrating their ideas about the communication process.  Provide them with magazines, newspapers, sketches, photographs, etc.  This is an excellent activity to use early on in the term prior to discussing the various metaphors of communication.  It can provide the instructor with a baseline understanding of how students conceptualize the communication process at the beginning of the course.


*Alternate Version:  After discussing the five metaphors of communication, divide the class into five groups and assign each group a different metaphor of communication (i.e. transmission, interaction, etc.) and instruct them to develop a collage based on their assigned metaphor.  Once they have completed their collages, have them present their final product to the class and discuss their visual representation.  Draw comparisons and contrast between the various metaphors of communication.

