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may be asking right now what counts as a theme? A theme captures something important about 
the data in relation to the research question, and represents some level of patterned response or 
meaning within the data.  A good way to begin is to make sure that the reader has a clear idea 
of how, for each of your study’s research questions, you developed themes from your codes. 
Toward this end, you might consider presenting a series of charts that illustrate these connec-
tions between your research questions and your study’s themes, and how the themes were cre-
ated from the codes. Remember, clearer and more transparent explanations regarding all aspects 
and steps of the research process will contribute significantly to the rigor and trustworthiness 
of your study. Table 9.3, Coding and Theme Development (Option A), and Table 9.4, Coding and 
Theme Development (Option B), are two different types of illustrations.  To be comprehensive 
in your presentation, you would systematically include a chart similar to either one of these to 
illustrate your own study’s research questions and associated themes and codes.

Table 9.5, Coded Transcript Summary Chart, is a template for a summary of coded tran-
scripts, and this could accompany a coding and theme development chart to illustrate the rel-
evant coded quotations that you have selected. Appendix U includes Sample Coded Transcript 
Summary Charts. The overall goal of qualitative analysis is to convey the story line of your 
research in an engaging, meaningful, and credible manner. The challenge throughout data col-
lection and analysis is to reduce the volume of information, identify significant patterns or cat-
egories, and construct a meaningful and workable framework for communicating the data.

As you can see, there are a number of different ways to visually present the data in chart 
form. One way of presenting categories of findings on a macro-level is to crystallize the nar-
rative by way of themes. As can be seen in Table 9.6, Template for Thematic Chart, one way is 
to provide the reader with (a) an overview description of each emergent theme (phenomenon 
or issue) with keywords derived from a factor or other type of analysis; (b) an outline of find-
ings that contribute to the theme; (c) a comparative summary of the range of key points made 
by individual participants or groups of participants supported by brief, direct quotations; and 

TABLE 9.3 ■  Coding and Theme Development (Option A)

Research Question*

(State the research question)

Theme 1:

(State the theme)

Theme 2:

(State the theme)

Theme 3:

(State the theme)

Codes:

1.

2.

3.

4.

List codes as needed

Codes:

1.

2.

3.

4.

List codes as needed

Codes:

1.

2.

3.

4.

List codes as needed

* Present a similar table for each research question.




