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TABLE 8.4 ■  Template for Overview of Information Needed

Research 
Questions

Type of Information 
Needed

(a) Contextual (context/
background)

(b) Demographic

(c) Perceptual

Information Yielded

(a) Background, History, 
Culture, Mission, Site 
Description, etc. 

(b) Age, Ethnicity, Discipline, 
etc. 

(c) Participants’ Attitudes, 
Perceptions, Ideas, 
Thoughts, etc.

Method of Data 
Collection*

Research 
Question 1

Research 
Question 2

Research 
Question 3

* Lists of documents and instruments for all data collection methods should appear in your dissertation as appendixes.

• Interviews
• Focus Groups
• Critical Incidents
• Observation
• Survey
• Document Review

Data Collection
Methods 

• Textual/narrative
• Visual
• Audio
• Numeric

Data Types

• Persons
• Places
• Events/Activities
• Objects, artifacts, documents

Data Sources

FIGURE 8.1 ■  Data Collection Overview: Making Informed Decisions




