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against this template to ensure you are identifying and recording all relevant information, 
and in so doing, create a list of “theoretical annotations”. Appendix J, Theoretical Framework 
Brainstorming Samples builds on Table 7.8 by offering some examples of a completed theoreti-
cal framework template.

As you work through and develop your template, reflect on your study’s title and research 
problem. The research problem anchors your entire study and forms the basis from which 
you construct your theoretical or conceptual framework. Also, discuss with your advisor the 
assumptions or propositions of these theories, with a focus on their potential relevance and con-
nection to your research.

TABLE 7.8  ■   Theoretical Framework Brainstorming Template

Theory Notes

Name the theory: Definition: Here you will define the theory using appropriate 
citations

Description: Here you will describe the theory in sufficient detail 
so that a reader can understand what it entails and how it might be 
applied to particular problems or issues. Include details regarding 
how has the theory may have changed and evolved since its original 
development.

Application: Here you will explain (a) How might this theory help 
frame your work? (b) How can your work potentially contribute to a 
deeper understanding of this theory?

References: Here you will provide the peer reviewed literature you 
accessed to review this theory (Do not include any popular sources 
like Google or Wikipedia)

Theory #1

Name the Theory

Definition:

Description:

Application:

References:

Theory #2

Name the Theory

Definition:

Description:

Application:

References:

Theory #3

Name the Theory

Definition:

Description:

Application:

References:




