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With Synthesis Matrix B, you will begin grouping studies according to topics or main 
ideas. A new matrix can then be created for any new sources that you acquire and for new 
topics or main ideas you have identified. Across the top of the chart are the spaces to record 
sources (literature titles), and along the side of the chart are the spaces to record the main 
points of argument regarding the topic at hand. As you examine your first source, you will 
work vertically in the column belonging to that source, recording as much information as 
possible about each significant idea presented in the work. Follow a similar pattern for all of 
your subsequent sources. As you find new information that relates to your already identified 
main points, record this in the pertinent row. In your new sources, you will also probably find 
new main ideas that you need to add to your list at the left. As you write your review, you will 
work horizontally in the row belonging to each point discussed. As you combine the infor-
mation presented in each row, you will begin to see each section of your paper taking shape. 
Remember, some of the sources may not cover all of the main ideas listed on the left, but that 
can be useful also. The gaps on your chart could provide clues about the gaps in the current 
state of knowledge on your topic.

It is important to continue to point out that although the writing process as described might 
seem somewhat linear, in actuality, the writing process is more cyclical, iterative, and recursive. 
As you are writing, you might find you need additional resources. This means going back to 
searching the literature, analyzing the information, and integrating this with existing work. 
Similarly, you should work to stay current with research in your field, which may also lead you 
to incorporate additional sources. This will certainly take time and energy as you go back and 
forth. It cannot be stressed enough that synthesis is an essential component of a quality litera-
ture review. This will be an ongoing process where drafts are refined, revised, and reworked 
until a final best version is crafted.

Step 4: Presenting the Synthesized Review
A literature review must be based on a well-thought-out design or plan that integrates the mate-
rial discussed. The results of your analysis can provide you with ideas for the structure of your 
review. To present a coherent and logical review, it is important to create a detailed outline prior 

TABLE 7.7 ■  Synthesis Matrix B (Topics or Main Ideas)

Topic or Main Idea: ____________________________

Source #1 Source #2 Source #3 Source #4

Main Idea A

Main Idea B

Main Idea C

Main Idea D




