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conveying the results of your analysis, noting similarities and differences among research stud-
ies and/or theories. These tools act as a quick reference and serve as a record of your literature 
search. In addition, as you fill out each section for each resource, you begin to visualize and 
internalize the patterns of systematic research efforts. You may see certain links between con-
cepts, gaps in terms of methodology, or recommendations for future research efforts that might 
suggest a feasible and worthy topic area for your study. Use the sections in each table to help you 
review, critique, and summarize each piece of literature. Remember, you do not need to com-
plete every section, as some might not always apply. The sections are listed as a means to help 
you generate ideas as you work on reviewing and critically analyzing the literature. Tables such 
as these can appear in the appendix of your dissertation. Alternatively, they can be included in 
the body of the literature review chapter to augment and clarify the narrative discussion.

When you first start writing your analyses and evaluations of the literature, these may be 
fairly lengthy. This is somewhat useful because it means that when you need to use them, you 
will be reminded of the article or book, and you will be able to pick and choose what you need. 
As you become focused more on what it is that you will actually be writing about, your analy-
ses and evaluations will most likely become shorter and more concise. With practice, you can 

TABLE 7.4  ■   Template for Analysis and Critique of Theoretical Literature

Study Title: �

Author/Researcher: �

Publication Date: �

Full Citation: �

Overview of Theory or Concept

Key Premise(s) or Claim(s)

Reasoning: Evidence is provided that clearly supports the claim(s). 
Opposing claims are recognized and addressed.

Relevance: Determine the extent to which the information directly 
supports your topic and is useful to your study. What are the implications 
for your current research?

Add any selected quotes here that might be useful. Be sure to include page number(s) so that you can 
refer to quotes from this source.

Overall Impressions/Evaluation: Does the author suggest the findings can be applied in theory and/or 
practice? How useful does this work seem to you with regard to theoretical and/or practical applications? 
(Add as necessary)

Synthesis: Integrate the pieces of your critique to emphasize your own main points about the author’s 
work; its relevance and/or application to other theories you have reviewed and to your own study. (Add as 
necessary)

Source: A version of this chart first appeared in Bloomberg, L. D. (2007b). Understanding Qualitative Inquiry: Content and 
Process (Part I). Unpublished manuscript.




