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structure help to prevent you from becoming overwhelmed with the volume of literature you 
have reviewed.

Regarding primary research-based sources, consider preparing a summary sheet that com-
pares important characteristics across all the studies that you have reviewed. A template for 
the analysis and critique of research-based literature is provided as Table 7.3. A template for 
the analysis and critique of theoretical literature is provided as Table 7.4. These are both use-
ful analytical tools for methodological analysis of the articles prior to beginning the review by 

TABLE 7.3  ■  Template for Analysis and Critique of Research-Based Literature

Study Title: �

Author/Researcher: �

Publication Date: �

Full Citation: �

Methodological Approach/Research Design/Sampling Methods/Methods of Analysis

Bodies of Literature Reviewed

Theoretical/Conceptual Framework

Research Sample/Participants

Research Site

Research Problem

Research Purpose

Research Question

Subquestions

Data Collection Instruments

Key Findings

Limitations of the Study

Conclusions

Controversies/Disagreements With Other Researchers

Recommendations/Implications for Practice, Policy, Theory, Future Research

Assign 2-3 keywords that identify the theme of the article

Add any selected quotes here that might be useful. Be sure to include page number(s) so that you can 
refer to quotes from this source.

Overall Impressions/Notes to Self: Value/Relevance for Current Dissertation/Call for Further Research

Source: A version of this chart first appeared in Bloomberg, L. D. (2007b). Understanding Qualitative Inquiry: Content and 
Process (Part I). Unpublished manuscript.




