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own research projects will serve to make the annotation more valuable and persuasive. An 
annotation should present a brief synopsis of each scholarly article, including key elements, 
recommendations for further research, and critique (strengths and weaknesses). Mostly, 
this exercise helps you develop your own point of view, a critical element of a good literature 
review. The templates provided in this chapter (Table 7.2, Template for Research Literature 
Overview; Table 7.3, Template for Analysis and Critique of Research-Based Literature; and Table 
7.4, Template for Analysis and Critique of Theoretical Literature) can assist you in organizing 
your annotations.

Digesting Scholarly Sources
Digesting scholarly sources can be very challenging, and the more you read, the more difficult 
it becomes to remember all of the key information. It is therefore essential to be extremely detail 
oriented and methodical so that you do not miss anything. Various tools, in addition to anno-
tated bibliographies, may be useful at this point in the process. Table 7.2, Template for Research 
Literature Overview, is a useful template for a more general overview of the research studies you 
are reviewing, and can provide a useful running reference as you spend time delving into the 
literature around your topic area. Keeping notes such as these provides some organizational 

TABLE 7.2 ■  Template for Research Literature Overview 

APA Citation

Summary of Key 
Points Including Page 
Numbers

Significance 
or Context and 
Relationship to Your 
Topic

Other Notes (such as 
referencing follow-ups 
mentioned in the 
article)

Example:

Orcutt and 
Dringus 
(2017) + title of 
article

Example:

The purpose of this article 
was to report qualitative 
findings based on six 
selected instructors' 
perceptions of teaching 
presence in their online 
classrooms (p. 21). The 
researchers concluded 
that the establishment 
of authentic teaching 
presence is vital, and that 
the onus is on instructors 
to set the tone (pp. 23–25).

Example:

This article specifically 
addresses instructors’ 
teaching presence, and 
delves into the actions 
of the instructor to set 
the tone of the online 
classroom. This article 
also features numerous 
novel methods of 
instructor presence in 
the online classroom 
which could be used for 
purposes of analysis.

Example:

The researcher provides 
background information 
about the CoI (Community 
of Inquiry) model, which 
is foundational to online 
learning (p. 19). I intend 
to propose that instructor 
presence in the online 
classroom is as important 
as a traditional classroom. 
This article helps my future 
proposal.

Add source

Add source

Add source




