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conclusions are assertions based on your findings and must therefore be warranted by the find-
ings. With respect to each finding, you are asking yourself, “Knowing what I now know, what 
conclusion can I draw?” Although your conclusions will be backed up by your findings, do not 
confuse conclusions with findings. Conclusions are not a restatement of your research findings; 
they represent a higher level of abstraction. Drawing sound and trustworthy conclusions from 
your findings pushes you to consider broader and deeper issues and make new connections 
among ideas. In effect, by doing this, you are expanding or elaborating on the significance of 
your findings.

Conclusions flow directly from your study's findings and must therefore be warranted by 
the findings themselves. The conclusions are not just a restatement of the findings but repre-
sent a higher level of abstraction. Just as your conclusions are not the same as findings, neither 
are conclusions the same as interpretations. Rather, conclusions are essentially conclusive state-
ments of what you now know, having done this research, that you did not know before. As in the 
case of providing interpretations, writing conclusions draws on your ability to be a critical and, 
at the same time, creative thinker. In writing up the conclusions, you are in effect evaluating, 
analyzing, and synthesizing information.

Remember that your study's research questions, right from the beginning, form the back-
bone of your research. Remember, too, that the findings of your research must provide answers 
to these questions. To check your thinking and ensure consistency among the research ques-
tions and all that follows from them, it is recommended that you develop a matrix—what I 
refer to as a “consistency chart,” presented as Table 11.2, Consistency of Findings, Interpretations, 
Conclusions. This chart tracks the findings through the interpretations to conclusions, making 
certain that these components are all aligned. For an idea of what a completed version may look 
like, refer to Appendix Y, Sample Consistency Chart of Findings, Interpretations and Conclusions. 
Note that each finding relates to its same numbered research question so the research question 
is not repeated in the table.

TABLE 11.2 ■  Consistency of Findings, Interpretations, and Conclusions

Findings Interpretations Conclusions

Finding 
Statement 1:

List all possible interpretations in 
summary form

Identify conclusions you draw from your 
first finding

Finding 
Statement 2:

List all possible interpretations in 
summary form

Identify conclusions you draw from your 
second finding

Finding 
Statement 3:

List all possible interpretations in 
summary form

Identify conclusions you draw from your 
third finding

Finding 
Statement 4:

List all possible interpretations in 
summary form

Identify conclusions you draw from your 
fourth finding

Finding 
Statement 5:

List all possible interpretations in 
summary form

Identify conclusions you draw from your 
fifth finding

Source: (Continue in the same manner with all of your findings.)




