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about checking for design alignment. Say after me: It’s “A” for alignment! Alignment, align-
ment, alignment. All methods must ALIGN with your chosen research DESIGN. (It rhymes 
too!) As discussed previously in Chapter 3 of this book, each qualitative design (tradition or 
genre) is based on a philosophy that determines the types of methods to be used; during both 
data collection and data analysis. Once you have completed all four sections of this map, you 
will be able to check for alignment with your chosen design. If alignment is not clear, or if 
alignment seems to me completely absent, you might consider an alternate and more appropri-
ate qualitative design.

In this section of the dissertation’s first chapter, you will also describe the site and research 
participants, the data collection methods that you use, and the type of data that you are collect-
ing, as well as the strategies you use for data analysis. As part of your proposal you made some 
decisions regarding what research participants you will need information from (methods to cre-
ate a research sample), how you could appropriately collect information (data collection meth-
ods), and, once you have done that, how you planned to analyze the information (data analysis 
methods). You also proposed methods to address how you would ethically protect the rights 
of all your research participants in line with the ethical principles of the Belmont Report, and 
as stipulated by your institutional review board (IRB). In this chapter, after your proposal was 
approved, all these methods must be clearly discussed. This discussion will be greatly expanded 
in your methodology chapter.
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FIGURE 6.3 ■  Mapping Your Research Design




