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Allow yourself the critical distance necessary to see whether all the parts of your argument 
are in place. This may require periodic “stepping back” from your research for a time and/
or engaging in critical discussion with colleagues or advisors and/or journaling. In thinking 
carefully about what meaning may lie behind the findings—that is, what is really driving your  
findings—researchers frequently create visual displays—figures and tables. These displays 
organize the findings diagrammatically and illustrate the relationships among identified topics, 
categories, and patterns. Visuals are useful for demonstrating linkages and connections as well 
as differences within each case, across cases, and across categories, as well as by demographics or 
other dimensions. The information enables the reader to clearly see and understand issues and 
concepts discussed in the narrative. In addition to augmenting your discussion, constructing 
diagrams or charts can help you with your analytical thinking. Displays often help you “see” 
some aspect of your findings in new ways. Through displays, you might notice emergent trends, 
discover new connections or relationships, or even recognize the significance, or lack thereof, of 
certain pieces of information.

The Analytic Category Development Tool, presented as Figure 10.2 is a visual that offers some 
idea of how analytic categories can be explained and presented. The tool, a type of flow diagram, 
traces the logical flow and development of a study’s analytic categories from research questions 
through findings and outcomes/consequences (the source of the research problem). You need to 
be mindful in determining the correlation between research questions, findings, and analytic 
categories, remembering that these are not always simple and linear. For an idea of what a com-
pleted version may look like, refer to Appendix X, Sample Analytic Category Development Tool. It 
is recommended that a completed version of the tool be included in your dissertation’s appendix 
to illustrate to your readers an overview of the development and emergence of the analytic cat-
egories pertaining to your study.

If you choose to include visuals (tables, figures, charts, matrixes etc.), give careful thought 
to the most logical place to insert them so as not to interrupt the flow of the discussion. If the 
diagrams are working tools, they are typically included as appendices. There are different ways 
of constructing diagrams, charts, and graphs in the analysis of qualitative data. In this regard, 
Miles et al. (2019) offer excellent suggestions. Make sure that all information presented in tables 
is consistent with information presented in the narrative.
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FIGURE 10.2 ■  Analytic Category Development Tool

Source: This tool appears in Bloomberg, L. D. (2010). Understanding qualitative research: Content and process (Part 
II). Unpublished manuscript.




