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Socialization Exercise

Names of Group Members: _______________________________________________________



As a group, look through the advertisements I’ve provided. Specifically, to pay attention to children’s products in the ads (clothing, toys, products, etc.). As a group, answer the following questions:

1. What is the company being advertised? ______________________________________

2. What children’s products are in this ad? _____________________________________

3. What are your first impressions as to what kind of socialization messages these products give boys? ________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What are your first impressions as to what kind of socialization messages these products give girls? _________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now look at what kinds of things are less apparent. Remember, NOTHING in advertising is an accident.

5. If there are kids in your ad, what do the kids look like? (Think about skin color, posture, attractiveness, poses, etc.) What might this mean? _____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. If there are children in your ad, how are they interacting? What might these interactions tell us? __________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. If there are toys in the ad, what roles are these toys socializing children for? ______________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What specific types of socialization do toys play in kids’ lives? ________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

9. If there is clothing in the ad, what messages do the clothes send about gender? ____________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

