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Chapter 4: Ethics
SPSS Exercises
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SPSS:
1. Consider three variables in the MIDUS2011 dataset: life satisfaction (RA1SR1), unemployment (RA1SG11), and physical health rating (RA1SA1). Review the corresponding variable labels in the “Variable View” in the MIDUS2011 file you are using so that you know what questions were used to measure these variables. Are there any ethical issues involved in asking these questions? Do you imagine that some respondents would be more likely to give untruthful answers to these questions than to others? Explain your answers.

Online Analysis:
1. Consider three variables in the MIDUS2011 dataset: life satisfaction (RA1SR1), unemployment (RA1SG11), and physical health rating (RA1SA1). 
a. Access the online analysis tool for the MIDUS2011 dataset, as explained in Chapter 1, SPSS Exercises.
b. At the top of the page, click on “codebook.”
c. On the left-hand side of the page, select “alphabetical order” and then find each of the three variables listed above so that you know what questions were used to measure these variables.
d. Are there any ethical issues involved in asking these questions? Do you imagine that some respondents would be more likely to give untruthful answers to these questions than to others? Explain your answers.

