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Academic Vocabulary refers to words that are traditionally used in academic 
texts, but they’re not specific to any domain. Academic Vocabulary can be used 
across content areas. These words are not generally used in informal conversation. 
Students need to understand Academic Vocabulary to do well in school, on assess-
ments, and later in the workplace. In the Common Core State Standards, Academic 
Vocabulary is called Tier Two Words.

Sample Academic Vocabulary Words

accuracy, acquire, adapt, aiding, approach, appropriate, aspects, assigned, categories, 
clarify, coherent, comments, components, comprehension, conclude

Academic Vocabulary is not always well covered in textbooks. Textbooks usually 
teach Content Vocabulary for their domain.

Support Vocabulary is our third category of words. We created this term after 
analyzing the vocabulary that was being taught in many English Language Arts 
lessons. Support Vocabulary refers to words students need to understand to be able 
to comprehend a piece of text they are reading. The intent is not to learn the mean-
ings of the vocabulary itself, but to understand what is happening in the passage. 
Here is some sample Support Vocabulary we have seen defined in texts.

Sample Support Vocabulary Words

halibut, hammock, port, starboard, babushka, wedding huppa

As you can see, these are words students may not know, so just quickly define 
them or refer to footnotes and then move on in the lesson.

Vocabulary Development:  
Two to Seven New Words per Lesson

All students need to learn new vocabulary. In EDI, we teach 
two to seven new vocabulary words in every lesson. The words 
come directly from the lesson itself and are taught in context as 
they show up during the lesson. Some new words are Content 
Vocabulary taught during Concept Development. Academic 
and Support Vocabulary can show up anytime during the  
lesson. In DataWORKS’ EDI lessons, we footnote these words 
and provide definitions in a vocabulary box at the bottom of 
the same page that introduces the word.

How to Use EDI in Your Classroom

After training thousands of teachers around the world, we have found that you 
can use EDI in three ways. First, you can teach directly from pre-written EDI les-
sons such as those at our online service, educeri.com. (These lessons are ready to 
go. No prep. Click and teach.) Second, you can use your EDI knowledge and under-
standing to write your own lessons. Third, you can use the EDI strategies including 
the Engagement Norms and TAPPLE and your knowledge of lesson design to teach 
from your existing materials.

New Words to Teach in Each EDI Lesson

K–1st 2–3 words

2nd–3rd 3–4 words

4th–6th 5–6 words

7th–12th 6–7 words

Suggested number of new vocabulary 
words to be taught at each grade level.




