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Amount of Content to Teach

From our classroom research, we have found that as teachers start to use EDI, they 
sometimes try to teach too many concepts or problem types in the same lesson. 
Having narrower, more focused lessons results in higher success rates because teach-
ers are not trying to teach too much at once.

A lesson might incorporate skills from previously taught lessons, but the new 
learning is only one objective. Remember that standards often contain several 
Objectives combined into one standard. EDI lessons teach one learning objective at 
a time. You can look over the EDI lesson titles on educeri.com to see how lessons 
are based on a single Learning Objective.

Time

For very young students in preschool to second grade, we teach in 20-minute 
chunks, for example, phonics, brain break, sight words, brain break, writing letters, 
brain break. Our brain breaks include a physical activity such as dancing, stretch-
ing, singing, and so forth.

For older students, most EDI lessons are 45 to 55 minutes. Sometimes, even older 
students need a brain break. In any grade level, you can ask students to stand up for 
a second to stretch or even talk. This resets their attention span so they are ready 
to learn.

The same ideas apply for high schools using block schedules. 
Provide a break midway for students to move around a little.

Plan for Success During the Lesson:  
Modify So Students Will Be Successful
To support students during a lesson, use the Engagement Norms 
all the time. The Norms provide scaffolding. They help all the 
students.

An important thing to keep in mind while teaching is to modify 
your teaching according to your students’ responses to Checking 
for Understanding questions. Your students’ ability to answer CFU 
questions, not the clock or the pacing calendar, determines the true 
pace of the lesson. Resist the temptation to try to speed through 
a lesson when students aren’t learning, or else students won’t be 
successful during Independent Practice or later when tested.

Be ready to use the Effective Feedback strategies to support stu-
dents in answering CFU questions. This is differentiation because 
you are providing support for individual students based on their 
responses.

Types of Rocks Igneous Sedimentary Metamorphic

How to remember Ignite—fire Sediment—falls in 
layers

Morph—change

How they are formed    

Physical characteristics    

Where they are found    

Examples    

Graphic organizer for describing types of rocks. (4th)




