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After providing steps, you need to locate or create the specific problems to solve. 
After working in thousands of classrooms and teaching hundreds of EDI lessons 
ourselves, we interlaced Skill Development and Guided Practiced. We call this the 
“Rule of Two.”

Rule of Two

The Rule of Two is actually very simple: Work problems in pairs. You work a prob-
lem first, showing students how to do it. Ask CFU questions about how you did it. 
Then immediately have students work a similar problem, showing their work or 
answers on their whiteboards. Ask CFU questions about how they solved it.

Teacher works a problem. CFU.

Students work a similar problem. CFU.

RULE OF TWO

Rule of Two can also be referred to as “mirror problems” or “matched problems.” 
Either way, the idea is that you show students how to solve a problem. Then they 
immediately solve a similar one.

Rule of Two Examples

Teacher Student

Teacher identifies the setting in paragraph 1.  
CFU.

Students identify the setting in paragraph 2. 
CFU.

Teacher solves an addition word problem. 
CFU.

Students solve an addition word problem. 
CFU.

Teacher writes an introductory paragraph. 
CFU.

Students write an introductory paragraph. 
CFU.

Teacher analyzes a major battle in World  
War II. CFU.

Students analyze a different major battle in 
World War II. CFU.

Teacher balances a chemical equation. CFU. Students balance a chemical equation. CFU.

To locate matched problems, you sometimes need to skip around in your 
resources. For example, you usually can’t just do the even problems and have the 
students do the odd problems. You need to match the problem types.

From John: One year during Christmas vacation, I met with high school math teachers. We went 
through their textbooks and labeled matched problems. This one simple analysis allowed their 
math lessons to be more effective.

If you have PLC (Professional Learning Community) or common meeting time, you can do 
this as a group. It only needs to be done one time.

Rule of Two Is Important

Over the last few years, one of our areas of emphasis at DataWORKS has been 
increasing student engagement. We found that holding student attention was dif-
ficult when teachers worked two or three problems in a row for Skill Development. 




