
116  Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI)

Vocabulary Development. Concept Development is Content Vocabulary devel-
opment by default. You provide written definitions and labeled examples of the 
concept words. Concept Development is also an opportunity to teach one or two 
academic vocabulary words that happen to be in your definitions. These can be in 
footnotes and you teach them as you come across them.

Use Short Passages. EDI uses short passages that clearly illustrate a new concept. 
Long readings are not needed. Even concepts such as theme and characterization 
can be shown with short passages. Short passages also allow for more examples to 
be used over the course of the lesson, which provides additional repetitions for the 
students.

Concept Development Layout

Written Definitions, Labeled Examples, and CFU All Visible at the Same 
Time. When you teach Concept Development, be sure you have the related infor-
mation visible on the same screen at the same time. For example, students need to 
be able to see the connection between a definition and its labeled example. You can 
use more than one screen for Concept Development, but each definition, labeled 
example, and related CFU question must be visible at the same time. If necessary, 
you can provide additional examples by repeating the definition at the top of the 
screen along with the new example.

It takes mental processing and repetition to learn new information. Students 
are not internalizing the new material (that you already know) at the rate you are 
presenting it. So when you ask CFU questions, students need to be able to look 
back through the information to prepare an answer. Actually, when students go 
back and look at the information, this provides additional interactions with the 
material, which helps them learn and remember.

Concept Development for biology lesson on phases of meiosis. Shows how diagrams and 
text can be used to explain a concept. (High school)




