
114  Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI)

Concept Development 3: Provide CFU Questions

All EDI lesson components, including Concept Development, have Checking for 
Understanding questions to verify students are learning what you are teaching. Here are 
the two general types of higher-order questions1 used during Concept Development.

Type 1: Apply the concept definitions to additional examples and non-examples. 
Justify your answer.

There are several ways to do this.

A. Distinguish between examples and non-examples
Which is an example of ______? How do you know?
Which is not an example of ______? How do you know?
Which (picture/poster/object) shows an example of ______? Why?

B. Justify provided examples or non-examples
Why is ______ an example of ______?
Why is ______ not an example of ______?

C. Compare and contrast given examples and non-examples
What is the difference between the example and non-example?

D. Create an example
Give me an example of ______. Why is that an example?
Draw an example of ______. Why is that an example?

You have just taught: A noun is a word that names a person, place, thing, or idea. 
You have given examples of each type. Now, to Check for Understanding, ask stu-
dents to apply the definition to additional examples or non-examples.

1 In EDI, higher-order questions require students to create their own answers. Lower-order questions are 
recall of facts such as directly stated information in text.

Concept Development for adding three two-digit numbers. (2nd)




