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missing, not clear, or alluded to with a phrase such as “remind students that . . . ,” 
then you must provide your own written definition.

From Silvia: Sometimes teachers say that concepts are difficult to teach in EDI. Actually, what I 
have seen is that sometimes teachers understand concepts—such as central message, theme, 
or main idea—intuitively but have a hard time putting them into concise words. In EDI lessons, 
teachers need clear, written concept definitions to teach students.

Concept Development 2: Provide Labeled Examples

After defining a concept, immediately provide labeled examples that illustrate the 
definitions. When you teach, you will use the examples to explain what the defini-
tion means. You do this while referring back to the written definition.

“Labeled examples” doesn’t mean that you always need arrows pointing to 
examples. Text-based examples can be labeled by having keywords in bold, under-
lined, or in color.

Non-Examples.  Include non-examples when they can strategically clarify the con-
cept or prevent confusion. Suppose you are teaching similes.

All non-examples might be mistaken as similes. However, none of them is com-
paring unlike things. Two of the non-examples use the word like, but they are not 
comparing anything.

Concept Development for a lesson on similes. (6th)

Math.  For math lessons, Concept Development can include worked-out examples. 
You use these examples to explain to students how a process is done. Later during Skill 
Development you will model the thinking required while you solve unsolved problems.




