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Sample questions are available for most state 
and national tests. You can see that many of the 
newer questions require students to have a clear 
understanding of concepts. For students to do 
well on concept-driven questions, they need to 
be able to instantly recall the concept’s defini-
tion from long-term memory and then be able 
to apply the definition to the test question. Here 
are some example questions that require concept 
knowledge.

Students must know conceptually what 
quadrilaterals are to answer the question to the 
left.

The question below refers to several concepts, 
especially in the possible answers: plot, theme, set-
ting, and point of view.

Students must understand the concepts of 
inequalities and how they are plotted on the 
Cartesian plane to answer question 27 (see the 
next page). They must also know the meaning 
of the mathematical symbols <, ≤, >, and ≥.

Students need to know how to read chemical 
reactions and understand the concept of the Law 
of Conservation of Matter to answer question 37, 
on the facing page. Note that the question is 
not asking students to create a balanced chemi-
cal equation. They are given two equations to 
analyze.

All Students Need to  
Be Taught Concepts
Being a proficient reader does not guarantee 
that students can answer concept-driven ques-
tions. Students—including poor readers—who 
have been taught concepts have the potential 
of answering concept questions. Students who 
have not been taught grade-level concepts—
including students who are reading above grade 
level—will have difficulty answering questions 
about concepts such as plot, theme, setting, point 
of view, and cause-and-effect text structure.

A Smarter Balanced practice question on quadrilaterals.

A DataWORKS assessment question about hyperbole 
modeled after the Smarter Balanced questions.

From John: Schools that focus on providing extensive remediation to low-performing students 
without providing grade-level instruction prevent students from answering grade-level questions 
found on state or national tests. Remediation, teaching the students the sub-skills they have not 
yet mastered, must be in addition to, not in place of, grade-level instruction.
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