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Jayden stands up and answers, “Last night.”

Mr. Y cues, “Answer in a complete sentence. The clue words . . .”

Jayden thinks a moment and then says, “The clue words ‘last night’ show past tense.”

Concept Development Example 2

Let’s look at another example. Even though this is a math lesson, it is still text-
based, and you will see the extensive use of the Engagement Norms. This is 
Concept Development. The teacher will read a definition, point to and explain 
the labeled examples, and ask CFU questions. She will do this twice, once for each 
definition.

Find the greatest common factor of two whole numbers. (6th)

Concept Development for greatest common factor. (6th)

(First definition)

Mrs. Williams points to the top of the Concept Development screen and says, 
“Students, touch this phrase on your handout. We read it as . . . common factor. Let’s 
read together, common factor. One more time, common factor. Track with me on your 
page while I read the definition, ‘A common factor of two numbers is a factor both 
numbers share.’ Let’s read together. A common factor of two numbers is a factor both 
numbers share.

“Let me show you what that means. Look up here on the screen. We have two numbers, 
12 and 18, and the factors of each number are listed. The factors of 12 are 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 
12. And here are the factors of 18. Let’s read them together, 1, 2, 3, 6, 9, 18.”

Mrs. Williams is projecting on the whiteboard at the front of the class. She picks up a red 
marker, circles some numbers and says, “These are the factors that both numbers share. 
Let’s read them . . . 1, 2, 3, 6. They are the common factors of 12 and 18.”




