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down to an example in the table. Later, he will read from the Clue Words box. In 
the end, he will ask CFU questions from the box on the right. As you read, picture 
where the teacher is on the screen.

Use regular verbs in the past tense. (3rd)

Concept Development for past tense verbs. (3rd)

Mr. Y is standing at the front of the class. The lesson is projected on the screen beside him. 
The student desks are arranged in pairs facing the screen. The students have handouts. 
Mr. Y clicks the computer mouse and the screen changes from Activate Prior Knowledge 
to Concept Development. His students know that “tracking” means to follow the words on 
their page or on the screen.

He points to the top of the screen and says, “Track on your paper while I read this for you 
first.”

(First definition)

The students touch the words on their papers as Mr. Y reads, “A verb in the past tense 
show an action has already happened.”

He turns to the class. “When I say past tense, this is our gesture.”

He points his left thumb over his left shoulder and says, “Past tense. Everyone do this. It 
happened in the past.”

The whole class joins in pointing their thumbs repeatedly backwards over their shoulders.

“Now, let’s read that together.”

The class joins in, “A verb in the past tense”—The class gestures over their shoulders— 
“ . . . shows an action has already happened.”

Mr. Y says, “Let me show you what this looks like. So now let’s read together.”

Mr. Y points toward the middle of the screen and everyone reads, “Jill jumped in the pool 
last night.”

Mr. Y explains, “The verb jumped is past tense. It’s past tense because it has already hap-
pened. She jumped in the pool last night.” A few students gesture every time he says past 
tense.




