
Chapter 8  •  Connecting to What Students Already Know     97

1. Present a scenario. Give your own example first, if necessary.

Mr. Pepper starts. “Students, look down on your page where it says Activate Prior 
Knowledge. Let’s read the sentence together.” When asked why he thinks that hot dogs 
are better than salad, Joey said, “Because they’re just better.”

Mr. Pepper continues, “Let’s read the question.” Did Joey do a good job of proving his 
argument?

2. Ask students to provide their own answer. (whiteboards)

“Get your whiteboards. Do you think Joey did a good job of proving his argument that hot 
dogs are better? Write on your whiteboards, yes or no.”

3. Pair-share. Ask students to explain their answers to their partners.

“Now turn to your partner and explain your answer. Remember, class, we use words from 
the question to make our answers. You should say something like ‘Yes, Joey did a good of 
proving his argument because . . . ’ or ‘No, Joey did not do a good job of proving his argu-
ment because . . . ’ This time Partner B talks first.”

He waits as students pair-share and then calls out, “Chin it.” The boards come up. He 
looks around the room.

4. Check for Understanding. Call on non-volunteers to answer  
from their background knowledge.

He touches his cell phone where he has a randomizer app running and says, “Number 6, 
Hailey, explain your answer. Did Joey prove his argument?”

Hailey stands up holding her board and says, “No.”

Mr. Pepper responds, “Can you put that in a complete sentence?”

Assess the evidence that supports an author’s argument. (7th)




