
Chapter 8 • Connecting to What Students Already Know   95

Let’s look into a class where the teacher is activating knowledge of a concept. The 
scenario in this case is a sick girl staying home from school. The students will be 
asked to explain the scenario. Then the teacher will “attach a label,” providing the 
new vocabulary for what the students already recognized.

Example 1: Describe the cause-and-effect 
structure of text. (4th)

Mrs. Nakato clicks her mouse, and her lesson fills the screen at the front of the class. The 
students don’t have handouts for this part of the lesson. They will read directly from the 
screen. They have their whiteboards “parked” on the edge of their desks. Mrs. Nakato has 
been using the Student Engagement Norms since the beginning of the year so her stu-
dents are quite familiar with the strategies, including choral reading, pair-shares, atten-
tion signal, and whiteboards.

Last night Mrs. Nakato looked over the lesson. The Learning Objective is mostly academic 
and content vocabulary. She will describe the cause-and-effect structure of text. The APK 
text, on the other hand, is conversational English including words such as why, what, 
school, because, sick. The girl’s name, Bethany, is the only word students might not be 
familiar with. Mrs. Nakato decides to pre-read this word only and then her students will 
read the APK text chorally.

1. Present a scenario. Give your own example first, if necessary.

Aiming her laser pointer at the screen, she says, “Students, look at this word. It’s Bethany. 
Let’s read Bethany. Bethany is the name of the sick girl in the picture.” Her laser drops 
down to the photo of Bethany. “Now let’s read the entire sentence together. Ready? Go.”

Bethany did not go to school because she was sick.

The APK is set up with two matching questions on the screen. Using the Rule of Two, she 
normally answers number 1 and her students answer number 2. However, these are very 
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