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When possible, have students use the new vocabulary from the lesson in their 
written responses.

Students, I have a government scenario on the board. Is this an example of “a. separation 
of powers” or “b. checks and balances”? Which is it? Don’t write “a” or “b.” I want you to 
write “separation of powers” or “checks and balances” on your whiteboard. Be ready to 
justify your answer.

A great technique to use on whiteboards is to 
have students vote yes or no on their whiteboards. 
It’s also a great scaffolding strategy that makes text 
easier to analyze.

Students, does the second paragraph contain any 
information that could reveal a theme, a message 
about life that could apply to anyone, not just the char-
acters in this story? Write yes or no on your white-
boards. Be ready to explain your answer.

Students can even analyze sentence by sentence, 
voting with their whiteboards to indicate if a spe-
cific sentence matches some criteria.

Students, does sentence 4 contain any words or 
phrases showing that the character is optimistic? 
Write yes or no on your whiteboard and be ready to explain your answer.

Does sentence 2 have any information about the setting? Write yes or no on your white-
boards and be ready to explain.

Using this method, even the sentences or paragraphs that 
don’t match the criteria provide good higher-order thinking 
opportunities because students justify which ones match and 
which don’t. Usually, voting with your whiteboards applies 
to inferential information although literal information could 
be used for beginning readers.

This technique can be applied to multiple choice questions 
in any content area. Have students vote on each possible 
answer and then justify each answer orally. Their board might 
look like the photo on the right.

Also, as we described in the Engagement Norms chapter, 
beginning readers can use whiteboards with pre-written 
answers such as yes, no; A, B, C; or even red and green circles 
on opposite sides. You can look at the boards to easily moni-
tor student learning.

How to Use Whiteboards
Questioning for whiteboards is slightly different from ques-
tioning without whiteboards. Let’s look at the technique.

1. Teach first. Ask a specific question. Ask for justification of the answer. 
Provide a sentence frame for the response.

2. Have students write their answers on their whiteboards.

Students in a high school math class “chin-it” and show 
their answers to the teacher.

Student whiteboard responses for  
multiple-choice questions. They must  
be ready to justify each answer.




