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Everyone Learns

Corrective Feedback and Whiteboards

“Let me help you.”

In the last chapter we described Checking for Understanding (CFU) using TAPPLE. 
In the first part of this chapter we’ll focus on strategies to use when students are 

unable to answer CFU questions. Then we’ll describe strategies and modifications 
for using whiteboards.

Listen Carefully to the Response

Effective Feedback

Teach for 80% Success, Then 100%
In Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI), we teach the whole class to at least 80% student 
success. Then we provide Effective Feedback to individual students so we can get 
100% correct answers for every CFU question.

It seems like we should aim for 100% in the first place. However, it takes too 
much instructional time to reteach the entire class over and over for the benefit of 
a few students, so we take a different approach. We provide Effective (corrective) 
Feedback so students can successfully answer CFU questions. Later, when the lesson 
is over or when other students are working on Independent Practice, identified 
students can be pulled out for additional help, if needed.

Whole-Class Errors vs. Individual Student Errors
When a student is not able to correctly answer a question during a lesson, you 
need to distinguish between whole-class errors (the class has not learned yet) and 




