
48    Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI)

So don’t ask students their opinions of whether they are learning. Ask them 
specific questions about what you just taught. That’s the A in TAPPLE.

From Silvia: I watched a high school teacher ask her students every few minutes, “Any questions? 
Any questions?” No students asked any questions for the entire period.

Pair-Share

The first P in TAPPLE stands for Pair-share. Originally, we included Pause. The 
idea with Pause was to provide think time so all students could process the ques-
tion and think of an answer even if they aren’t called on to answer. If you select 
students too quickly, or if you only call on volunteers, it’s possible that many stu-
dents never think of an answer, possibly for the entire year.

However, after teaching hundreds of EDI lessons, we found that lessons flow 
much better and are more engaging if you skip the silent moment for the pause 
and go directly to the pair-share. Pair-shares provide plenty of time for students to 
compose a response and to orally state it to their partners.

Let’s analyze pair-shares. They are such an important strategy in EDI that they’re 
included in both TAPPLE and the Engagement Norms.

Pair-shares are in TAPPLE because students are preparing to answer a CFU ques-
tion. Pair-shares are in the Engagement Norms because all students are engaged in 
an academic activity.

We already introduced pair-shares in the Engagement Norms chapter. We review 
some of that information now and provide some additional strategies, too.

Pair-shares are so important that they’re included in both TAPPLE and the Engagement 
Norms.

When you pair-share, you direct your students to explain their answers to their 
partners. The pair-share provides wait time. The students have plenty of time to 
think of an answer. Actually, the pair-share is better than just a pause. The pause is 
used to provide think time for all students to think of an answer. Pair-shares provide 
time for all students not just to think of an answer, but to actually say the answer, 
out loud.

Pair-shares are super important for multiple reasons. Here are 15 reasons. Each 
one of them justifies the use of pair-shares.

Pair-Shares Are Important
  1.	 Every student orally answers every question. Pair-shares go beyond 

having students think of an answer. Now, they are all actually saying 
the answer out loud. Think about it. Every single student answers every 
question for the entire year.




