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Ask a Specific Question

The A in TAPPLE stands for Ask a Specific Question. When you CFU, always 
ask specific questions about what you are teaching.

Students, how did I solve problem 31?

Students, work problem 32 on your whiteboards. Be ready to show me.

Students, explain the text structure in paragraph 4.

No Opinions
Don’t ask students if they think they are learning, or if they think they understand. 
That’s just their opinion. Often, students’ opinions of their learning does not match 
reality. In fact, it’s difficult for learners to know what they know or do not know 
when learning something new, so ask specific questions.

Don’t ask students if they think they are learning. Ask specific questions.

At DataWORKS we often see lessons with opinion questions, such as in this 
example.

Mr. Markarian leans against his dark wooden podium, rocking it slightly, and concludes 
by saying, “So that’s what a prime number is. Does everyone understand what a prime 
number is?”

He looks around the room. Seeing no reactions from the students, he pleads, “Are there 
any questions? Is it perfectly clear? Raise your hand if you don’t understand what a prime 
number is!”

No hands go up. Mr. Markarian is thinking that since no hands went up, all students know. 
He makes a final check. He says, “OK, then, thumbs up if you understand and thumbs 
down if you don’t.” He looks out into the room once more and says, “Good, since all of 
you understand what prime numbers are, we can turn the page and start on composite 
numbers.”

If you look carefully at this example, Mr. Markarian asked his students for their 
opinions of whether they had learned or not. The students, feeling that they under-
stood, or perhaps not wishing to identify themselves, all declared that they under-
stood. Tomorrow, he’ll be looking over the homework. If he sees wrong answers, 
he’ll be shaking his head thinking how just yesterday all his students swore they 
knew what prime numbers were.

What would have been the EDI approach? It’s this: To measure if students can 
identify prime numbers, ask a question requiring them to identify prime numbers. 
For example, Mr. Markarian could have written some numbers on the board and 
asked his students to identify which ones were prime numbers. Then he would 
know right away if they understood.




