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students to pair-share. This way all students say the complete sentence during the 
pair-share, not just those students you call on to respond.

From John: In part of an elementary school lesson, I asked students to write a vowel on their 
whiteboards. I cued them, “I want you to point to your whiteboard and say, ‘The vowel I wrote 
is . . .’” This immediately improved the lesson. It was so much better than students just respond-
ing with the name of the vowel, “e.”

Public Voices
Another part of answering in complete sentences is using a public voice when 
responding. This means students should speak up in voice like they are the teacher 
or they are a public figure giving a speech. They should be loud enough for the 
entire class to hear.

Cue students to speak up. In general, avoid walking toward them to hear their 
answers. Stay at the front of the room and ask them to respond loud enough so 
you can hear. You can also ask students around the room if they can hear the 

answer. Have students speak so everyone in the room can 
hear the answer.

Loud voices are only used when reporting out an answer. 
Have your students use quieter voices during pair-shares and 
choral reading.

Stand and Deliver
We are also having students stand up while providing their 
answers.

Having students stand to respond has some clear benefits. 
First of all, students are becoming at ease with speaking and 
expressing their thoughts before a group. (Humans’ greatest 
fear is often said to be public speaking.) It also focuses the rest 
of the students to look over and pay attention to the answer.

Standing and delivering takes a little training. Young 
students will quickly learn to stand. At DataWORKS we did 
not always have high school students stand. However, we 
are changing our minds after working with high school 
students recently.

From John: I spent a month working with middle school and high school math teachers. We 
started having the students stand when responding to Checking for Understanding questions. It 
worked very well because students stood to explain how they solved their problem.

Recently, in Australia we started the stand and deliver using complete sentences for high 
school students also. It was amazing to see the improvement in students in just a couple of 
hours. It worked very well, and the school decided to have students stand more often.

Stand and deliver can be used for all questions in elementary school. For secondary, 
it can be used all the time or reserved for the more sophisticated higher-order ques-
tions that require more analysis and explanation.

Students Create Their Own Complete Sentences
Over time as you use sentence frames, students will start to use complete sentences 
on their own. However, you can also train students how to come up with their own 




