
36    Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI)

Students, do you hear the /t/ sound in ten? Show me green if you can hear the /t/ sound in 
ten. Show me red if you cannot hear the /t/ sound. Show me your whiteboards.

Students, do you hear the /t/ sound in sun? Show me your whiteboards. Green is yes. Red 
is no.

From John: I recently saw a teacher in Australia with her students sitting on the carpet. The stu-
dents all had whiteboards flat on the floor in front of them. As soon as they wrote their answers, 
the teacher could see all the answers. She called individual students to explain but did not have 
students raise their whiteboards.

I also saw a teacher with students at their desks. When she had a whiteboard question, 
she had her students get their boards out of their desk drawers, write on them, and then show 
answers. After they were done, they placed the boards back into the drawer. The students were 
so well trained and so fast that it took almost no time, and no students were playing with the 
boards between questions.

Silvia has kindergarteners circle S for same or D for different 
while comparing texts.

Whiteboard Apps
Nowadays, there are apps that allow students to use tablets as whiteboards. The 
teacher calls for students to hold their tablets up. With a quick glance around the 
room, the teacher can determine whether all students are learning. There are also 
apps that will send student responses to the teacher via Wi-Fi. The teacher can 

Students hold up worksheets for Silvia after they divided a pie into four equal parts. (3rd)




