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From John: You can even allow students to make up their own names. I saw students select dogs 
and cats for their groups. The teacher then continued, “Dogs, explain to cats how to . . .”

Pair-Share With Pairs
Pairs of two maximize talking and thinking for each student. Groups of four are less 
effective for pair-shares because not all students are talking.

Move Desks Together
Have students slide their desks together in pairs. 
This facilitates interaction between students and 
allows students to be close enough to see each 
other’s materials.

Students Face the Teacher
Be sure all desks are aimed toward you and the 
screen or board you are teaching from. This is a 
problem with groups of four desks when two stu-
dents have their backs to the teacher.

Active Listening
The partners should be talking to each other during 
the pair-shares. Young students sitting cross-legged 
on the carpet can rotate their bodies “knee to knee” 
into “sharing position.” When the pair-share is 
completed, they move back to “listening position” 
with knees aimed at the teacher.

Students at desks need to be talking to each other and not talking out into 
space.

State Which Partner Should Go First
If you don’t state which partner should talk first, often one student ends up doing 
most of the talking. It’s best to direct which partner should start talking during the 
pair-share.

Students, slide your desks together. I need you to be closer to your partner. Let’s check 
the partners. Point to your partner. The person on the left is the A partner. Write A on 
the top of your whiteboard. The person on the right is the B partner. Write B on the top 
of your whiteboard. Raise your hand if you are an A partner. Raise your hand if you are a 
B partner.

Partner B, explain to Partner A how I found the main idea.

Students, how did I identify the character trait? B explain first. OK. Switch. The other 
partner should be talking now.

A’s explain to B’s which of the three figures is a quadrilateral and why.

If you don’t think both students are talking, you can cue during the pair-share 
with a statement such as, “Switch, I want the other partner to talk now.”




