
Chapter 4  •  Creating Engaged Students    29

Student Engagement Norm 4:  
Gesture With Me

Our next Norm is Gesture With Me. Gesturing is used to add a physical movement 
that conveys meaning. You use a hand, arm, or body motion that mimics what you 
are teaching.

When you gesture, it’s important that your students do it and not just watch you do 
it. It’s whole-class engagement. You require all the students to lift their arms at the same 
time and do the gesture together. Here are some steps for our Gesture with Me Norm.

GESTURE WITH ME

1.	 Provide a gesture along with a verbal description, explaining what the gesture 
means.

2.	 Have the entire class repeat the gesture.

3.	 Check for Understanding (optional)

•• Pair-share. Have students use the gesture and explain it to their partners.

•• Call on random non-volunteers to use the gesture while explaining its meaning.

Gestures: Perpendicular Lines (4th)

Mrs. Gonzalez is standing in front of her fourth-grade class with her arms held up in front 
of her crossed at a 90 degree angle. She says, “Students, my arms are perpendicular. 
They cross at a 90 degree angle. Everyone, put your arms up like mine. Show me perpen-
dicular. I am waiting for two people.”

She scans the room and continues, “Good, now everyone’s arms are perpendicular. OK. 
Turn to your partner and tell them why your arms are perpendicular.” After a few moments 
for both partners to talk, she calls on non-volunteers to explain perpendicular using their 
arms and a verbal description.

Gestures: Compare Two Texts (K)

Silvia has kindergarten students use gestures during Concept Development. To  
compare texts, look for things that are the same or different.

Silvia and students gesture. They are the same.




