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Creating Engaged Students

Use Engagement Norms!

Are you interested in student engagement? Who isn’t? Don’t you wish students 
would be engaged all the time? Well, there is a systematic way to create student 

engagement. And it doesn’t come from the students; it comes from you, the teacher.

Student Engagement Is Created When  
You Ask Your Students to Do Something

Every time you tell the whole class to do something, they become engaged. And 
the way to keep students engaged is to keep asking them over and over again to do 
things while you teach.

Class, look up here where I am pointing. Let’s read this together.

I want the A partners to put their finger on the map in their partner’s book and show their 
partner the route of the early explorers.

Students, explain to your partner how I identified the theme in the passage.

Students, point to the exact words in the paragraph that show the setting, 
where the story is taking place. Write the setting on your whiteboards.

Solve the next math problem on your whiteboards. Then explain to your 
partner exactly how you solved it, and be ready to tell me if I call on you.

Highlight the definition of a noun on your worksheet.

These practices create student engagement because you direct the 
entire class to do something. This is whole-class student engagement. 
Students also learn more because they are participants in the lesson 
rather than just spectators.

History of Student Engagement Norms

A few years back we partnered with a school district in California 
to develop an all-EDI summer school program to help their English 
Learners. Here’s the premise:




